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FROM THE CHAPTER DIRECTORS 

John and Gail Reynolds 

  

Well, here we are again.  The last three years Gail and I have been vacationing and have left 
the chapter in some very capable hands. Dave and Sandy Baker did a fantastic job of running the 
Chapter and I thank them tremendously.  Also thanks so much to Erline Gordon for the excellent job 
she did with the Newsletter and to Chuck and Sue Winter for doing a great job with the Treasury and 
the Chapter Store. And to all the members many thanks goes out to you for your wonderful support.  
Now, we are in need of more members to take on some responsibility, and help run the Chapter. I 
know we have people who can do a good job of helping out. Of course, it is all volunteer work and on-
the-job training, so I hope some of you folks will step up and help out. 

We have a lot of rides in the works, and I hope we will get a good turnout on them. Of course, 
the weather has been pretty cold in the mornings, but soon it will be warmer, and we will have some 
good times. There will be morning rides, afternoon rides and maybe a couple of overnighters. Also, I 
would like to have different members set up some mystery rides – breakfast, lunch, dinner, or 
dessert. The possibilities are endless.  That way we can get some variety in our schedule and get 
some new things going.  Anyone who has any good ideas, please step up and let me know.  At the 
end of this newsletter there is a calendar for February that is looking pretty bare at this time.  As you’ll 
see the ride schedule is not real full as of today.  Hopefully in the next couple of months we can get it 
looking busy, busy, busy.  Please consider becoming our Ride Coordinator someone.  This is not a 
hard job and really doesn’t require a lot of work.  We have already had many good ideas for rides 
submitted. 
 Keep in mind that we are going to be having our annual Polar Bear Cookout on February 28, 
2009, at Steve and Jean Stillman’s.  There will be more information on this at our next meeting and 
we will be wanting to get a head count for ordering the meat and side dishes.  Hope to see lots out for 
this event. 

As far as I know our New Mexico District Director, Ted Bates, will be at our February meeting. 
He will let us know how things are moving along within the district and we can also bombard him with 
questions, so have them ready.  See everyone on February 12, at Griggs, 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. for dinner 
and the meeting begins at 7:00. 
        Ride safe and stay warm. 
 
 

### 
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Rides! Rides!     Rides! Rides! 
 
February 15, 2009  R.A.T. Ride    Contact: Mike Swatzell ï Bsa350gold@aol.com 

(Riders Association of Triumph) 

 

 

March 29, 2009   District Staff Meeting  Contact: Ted Bates ï twbat@comcast.net 

Los Chilitos Restaurant  

3419 State Highway 47       

Los Lunas, NM       

11:00 A.M. 

 

May 14, 15, & 16, 2009 Texas District Rally   

    Amarillo, Texas 

 

May 24 & 25, 2009  R.A.T. Ride    Contact: Mike Swatzell ï Bsa350gold@aol.com 
(Riders Association of Triumph) 

Four Corners 

 

Aug. 21-22, 2009  Colorado District Rally 

    Salida, CO 

      
 

BIRTHDAYS FOR FEBRUARY Anniversaries for February 
 David Baker       7   Steve & Jean Stillman      1 

Jazmine Brucker  15   Tracy & Judith Griffin     8 

Art Cedillos    15   Chuck & Sue Winter      9 

Doris Scannell  23   Beas & Mary Beasley   11 

        Mike Swatzell & Joyce Mowad  14 

  

HAPPY BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARYS TO YOU ALL, 
AND WE HOPE YOU HAVE MANY MORE 
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D riving Safety  

Police, alert to rise in cycle crashes, offer free classes  
By Aileen B. Flores  

El Paso Times 

 

ELPASO ï The El Paso Police Departmentôs Safe Communities program will begin its 2009 series of free 

motorcycle safety classes at the Northeast Regional Command Center. 

 The first class will be from 6 to 9 p.m. Tuesday at the Command Center, 9600 Dyer. 

 Police spokesman  Javier Sambrano  said the program encourages safe habits and provides proper 

training for motorcyclists. 

 ñIt is not an actual driving class but it goes over important stuff and tips about different types of 

situations drivers may encounter on the road,ò he said. 

 Sambrano said in the past four to five years, the number of motorcyclists in El Paso has increased as 

well as the number of motorcycle collisions. 

 In 2008, 14 of the 63 traffic fatalities registered in El Paso were related to motorcycles, he said. 

 ñWe have drivers that are inexperienced and donôt have the proper training,ò Sambrano said.  ñItôs 

important to be safe.ò 

 Safe Communities will provide the classes on the fourth Tuesday of each month during 2009. 

 People interested in the class must register with Safe Communities coordinator Margaret Pedrozza-

Meraz at 915-564-7352 before the start date. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

JANUARY R.A.T. RIDE 
(Riders Association of Triumph) 

By Gail Reynolds 

 

 

On a crisp bright morning a large group of motorcycle (29 bikes and 39 people) riders 

met at Mr. Honda to set out for a ride to Fort Hancock, leaving at 9:00 a.m.  John and I were 

some of the first to arrive (of course) and others came into the parking lot at a steady pace in the 

next few minutes.  So many, in fact, that there were a couple of guys who stopped thinking the 

dealership was open.  It was nice to be early enough to see all the arrivals and to have a few 

minutes to visit with new and old friends before to ride began. 
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Mike Swatzell, our leader, told us that this is the largest group they have had on this ride.  

He was very glad to have so many riders came out for this first ride of the year.  We left 

promptly at 9:00 a.m. and headed down to the Border Highway to start our ride.   

It was interesting to see the fence that is almost finished going along the highway 

between the USA and Mexico.  It looks pretty strong.  Most of the ride was on back roads and 

we even took a short break and did some more visiting before getting to the restaurant for 

breakfast.  It was a little cold but if you suited up well you could hardly notice the chill in the 

air.   

There were so many of us that it took well over an hour to get everyone served.  We filled 

the restaurant and they did a great job.  Mike receives $250 from Mr. Honda to take everyone to 

breakfast but this time we each had to kick in a couple of bucks to cover the bill.  I believe that 

Mr. Honda is increasing that amount to $500 dollars soon.  Now that more are coming out to 

ride this is a good thing.  The R.A.T. ride is on the 3
rd

 Sunday of each month.  Mike has been 

sending out information about an overnighter into Colorado in May, so keep your eyes on this 

newsletter and Mikeôs e-mails. 

John and I were so impressed with how many of our chapter members came out to this 

ride that we are going to put this ride on our ride schedule as a regular thing. 

 

 

 

GROUP RIDING 
2 Seconds Rule 

By Art Cedillos 

 
A large percentage of my working day is spent driving in and around El Paso, and seen 

the utter disregard for the 2 seconds rule by people in every type of vehicle.  Some people do 

not know how to apply this rule and the rest of them do not care. 

Sadly I have also seen the results of following to closely in the form of a ñfender benderò 

at best and shattered lives at worst. 

We all know the importance of the 2 seconds rule (4 seconds for me) as we travel in our 

four wheeled vehicles, but it is a critical issue when we ride our motorcycles.  Riding in a group 

presents the same challenge, since some people believe in a tight formation and others prefer to 

ride side-by-side; however, I would like to point out it is to the individual riderôs advantage and 

peace of mind to adopt the same rules we apply when following any other vehicle. 

Because there are several levels of skill among riders and people become unpredictable 

under stress, the 2 seconds rule should be observed when riding in a group.  There is a time lag 

between the moment our brains perceive a threat and the moment our muscles react; therefore, 

the greater the distance between us and the driver/rider in front of us the more time we have to 

devise our next maneuver. 

And this, my friends, can mean the difference between having a bad day or having an 

anecdote to laugh at later. 
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Motorcycle Safety ï Sole Responsibility of Driver 
Taken from ñThe Monitor,ò March 3, 2005 

Reprinted from the U.S. Army magazine ñHot Topicsò 

 

 

MOTORCYCLE SAFETY ï More than four million motorcycles are registered in the United States, 

according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.  The motorcycleôs popularity can be 

attributed to its low initial cost, its use as a pleasure vehicle and, for some model, good fuel efficiency.  

 Eighty percent of motorcycle crashes result in injury or death, according to NHTSA.  More than 100,000 

motorcyclists have died in crashes since the enactment of the Highway Safety Act and the National Traffic and 

Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1996. 

 One of the main reasons motorcyclists are killed in accidents is that the bike itself provides virtually no 

protection in a crash.  Other causes include ridersô lack of basic riding skills, failure to respect the motorcycleôs 

limitations, failure to apply defensive driving techniques, lack of braking and cornering skills, failure to follow 

speed limits and lick of protective gear. 

 ñMany motorcycle deaths could be prevented if motorcyclists would take responsibility for ensuring 

they have done everything possible to make the ride safe by taking operator training, wearing protective gear 

and riding sober,ò according to NHTSAôs Web site. 

An estimated 33 percent of motorcycle operators killed in traffic crashes are improperly licensed or not 

licensed at all. 

 

GET TRAINED ï The Motorcycle Safety Foundation developed the comprehensive, research-based Rid 

Education and Training System.  RETS promotes lifelong learning for motorcyclists.  To find a course in Texas, 

go to www.msf-usa.org. 

 

BEFORE YOU RIDE ï Department of Defense Instruction 6055.4, DoD Traffic Safety Program, mandates the 

following rules for motorcyclists: 

¶ Operators of government and privately owned motorcycles on DoD installations must be appropriately 

licensed to operate on public highways. 

¶ State and local laws requiring special licenses to operate motorcycles also apply to riders on DoD 

installations. 

¶ Riders must successfully complete an approved rider or operator safety course.  The safety course must 

be taught by certified or licensed instructorsô and include hands-on training and a performance-based, 

knowledge-based evaluation. 

¶ Helmets must properly fasten under the chin and meet Department of Transportation standards. 

¶ Riders must wear impact or shatter-resistant goggles or a full-face shield attached to the helmet.  A 

windshield or eyeglasses alone are not proper protection. 

¶ Sturdy footwear is mandatory.  Leather boots or over-the-ankle shoes are strongly encouraged. 

¶ Riders must wear long-sleeved shirts or jackets, long pants and full-fingered gloves or mittens designed 

for use on a motorcycle.  

Riders must wear brightly colored outer garments during the day and reflective garments at night.  A reflective 

belt or vest must also be worn. 

 

http://www.msf-usa.org/
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BUYING A BIKE? ï Consider these points when selecting a motorcycle: 

¶ Choose your motorcycle based on a comfortable fit and functionality. 

¶ A motorcyclist should be able to touch the ground with both feet when astride the vehicle. 

¶ If you will be carrying a passenger, make sure the motorcycle you select has a passenger seat as well as 

foot pegs for the passenger. 

¶ Check the location of the controls.  Make sue you can reach and operate them easily. 

Approximately 80 percent of reported motorcycle crashes result in injury or death, according to the National 

Highway Traffic Safety Administration. 

 

REPORTING ACCIDENTS ï Accident reporting helps safety experts identify hazard trends and prevent 

similar accidents.  All accidents should be reported to the local safety office.  Reports should include: 

¶ The primary cause of the accident; 

¶ Contributing factors; 

¶ Factors not contributing but increasing the severity of the damage or injuries; and  

¶ Factors not contributing but which would cause an accident in the future if left uncorrected. 

Reporting instructions, forms and investigation kits are available under ñToolsò at https://safety.army.mil.   

 

LESSON LEARNED ï Effectively managing risk is dependent, in part, on knowing what hazards exist and 

what controls are available to manage those hazards.  Benefit from the lessons learned by others under ñLessons 

Learnedò at https://safety.army.mil.  Lessons range from ground and aviation to workplace issues. 

  

RESOURCES - Under ñToolsò at the Safety Centerôs Web site, users will find everything from training 

packages and risk-assessment worksheets to safety guides to specific locations, and the POV Risk-Management 

Toolbox. 

  

### 

  

 

 

 
 

CREAMY BAKED CHEESECAKE 
 
¼ CUP   MARGARINE OR BUTTER, MELTED 

 

1 CUP   GRAHAM CRACKER CRUMBS 

 

¼ CUP   SUGAR  

 

2 PACKAGES  PHILADELPHIA CREAM CHEESE (8 oz  each) 

 

1 CAN   EAGLE BRAND SWEETENED CONDENSED MILK (14 oz) 

 

3    EGGS 

 

https://safety.army.mil/
https://safety.army.mil/
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¼ CUP   REALLEMON RECONSTITUTED LEMON JUICE 

 

¼ TEASPOON  SALT 

 

1 CONTAINER  SOUR CREAM (8 oz) 

 

 

 

PER HEAT OVEN: 300 degrees 

 

Combine margarine, crumbs and sugar.  Pat firmly on bottom of buttered 9 inch springform pan.   

 

In large mixer bowl, beat cream cheese until fluffy.   

 

Add to cream cheese ï Eagle Brand milk, eggs and salt and beat until smooth.   

 

Stir in RealLemon. 

 

Pour mixture into prepared pan. 

 

Bake 50 to 55 minutes or until cake springs back when lightly touched.   

 

Cool to room temperature. Then chill. 

 

Spread sour cream on top of cheesecake and keep chilled until ready to eat (which wonôt take long.) 

 

VARIATION:  Top cheesecake with canned fruit topping (strawberries, cherries, blueberries ï whatever)  

 

ENJOY!!! 

 
SANDWICH SPREAD 

 

1 can Spam, chilled 

½ cup Miracle Whip 

1 small yellow or red onion, chopped 

1 tablespoon sweet relish 

1 dab of mustard 

1 small jar red pimentos 

 

Grate the chilled Spam; mix all ingredients in a bowl.  Spread on bread for a cold sandwich or 

add to a grilled cheese sandwich and enjoy hot. 

 

Itôs also great for topping off crackers for an appetizer. 
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