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District Directors 
Doug & Chris Pettigrew 

 

In case you haven’t heard, the big news out of Na-
tional, and even bigger news for our Region F 
Members, Anita Alkire has been named the new 
President of GWRRA!!!  We are all so proud of 
Anita, JR, and Denali's dedication and devotion to 
GWRRA and we know they will take our Family to 
new heights. 

 

Our District rally is getting close. If you haven’t 
made your motel reservations yet, time is getting 

short and the motel is almost full. The best way to make reservations at 
this point is for the member to go on line to;www.sagebrushinn.com, Then 
look for the tab “Book Now” in the right center on screen. In the comment 
section, enter GWRRA Group Rate. This should let them reserve their 
rooms at the rate of $89.00. The hotel has released additional rooms on 
all 3 nights. However, they are in a near sold out position, so it is im-
portant that Members make their reservations as soon as possible. 

 

Planning is an important part of having a successful rally. We have not re-
ceived very many registrations thus far. It becomes very difficult to plan 
when you don’t have a good feel for how many Members are planning on 
attending. If you’re planning on attending, please send in your registration 
so we can make this rally the best experience for you. You can get more 
info at the District website. 

http://www.sagebrushinn.com
http://gwrra-nm.org/Convention-Registration
http://gwrra-nm.org/
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Assistant District Directors 
Dave & Lisa Bachman 

 

Deep Thoughts from a Shallow Guy 

 

“Man was made at the end of the week’s work, when God 

was tired.”              Mark Twain       

 

We’ve all been there, at the end of a long week or some-

times even a long day, we have other responsibilities and 

duties to attend to. I’m sure we’ve all felt like mailing it in, 

while some of our duties and responsibilities carry more weight than others, every-

thing we do and every life we touch has weight.  

 

On occasion our responsibilities are to ourselves, to be the best you possible. On oc-

casion our responsibilities are to others, to give the best of ourselves to others so they 

may have joy. 

 

Being a Leader, a Team member or a participant in our Association brings its own re-

sponsibilities. Decisions we make and the actions we take have farther reach than we 

may know. Things we say affect all those that hear. 

 

I ask that all of us give of ourselves so we may all find joy. If you have not read David 

West’s article in Chapter R’s newsletter about being a ‘Servant Leader’ I recommend 

it. It gave me pause and whether or not you wish to Lead or be on the Team it should 

serve us all well in our daily lives. 

 

DLB-ADD 
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Rider Education 
Jerry & Becky Stillwagon 

 

I am happy to announce that the District has 
three new Seminar Presenters.  Walter Clem-
ent, Chapter TX-A1 and Mark and Dorothy 
Rowe, Chapter NM-D, completed the require-
ments and are now presenting seminars at 
their chapters. 
 
We are in the middle of summer and must deal 
with the riding conditions and road hazards 
here in New Mexico.  If you’ve done any riding 

lately it seems like every few miles we encounter the beloved orange barrels indicating road repair.  
For the motorcyclist the hazards to be aware of include uneven pavement, differences in surface 
heights, repaving, and road debris. 
 
With the road repairs or construction we must watch out for trucks dropping gravel, sand, and trash 
on the road.  Cars and other vehicles can pick up the debris in the orange barrel areas and carry it 
onto the road.  Even if the roads have been repaired, instead of a nice new paved road, you may 
find tars stripe or “tar snakes”.  The snakes can be very hazards, causing loss of traction and a po-
tential of falling. 
 
Another summer hazard is the monsoons.  Within just a couple of miles a rider can go from a beauti-
ful, warm ride to a wind blowing and gusting, and rain anywhere from a light sprinkle to a driving 
downpour.  Besides being a hazard to ride in, the rain storms may cause the road to become slick 
do to the oil buildup and slippery lane markers. When a rain first begins the road is slickest from the 
oil and other debris mixing with the rain.  After a rain the center of a lane becomes the slickest where 
the oil tends to build up so gently change lane position to avoid that area.  
 
In the summer months there are more vehicles on the road whether it’s the family on vacation, the 
teenage drive that’s out on the road instead of in school, and the increase in fair weather motorcy-
clists.  We, as motorcyclists, face even more risks than other drivers because our bikes can quickly 
lose control due to heavy traffic, unfamiliar construction changes, bad roads and sudden traffic 
stops.  Other drivers often don't realize these facts about operating a motorcycle, and may not give 
bikers the extra room they need for stopping and maneuvering in hazardous traffic situations. 
 
The New Mexico Rally is coming up the first week end of October and we have openings still availa-

ble in the in the Advanced Riders Course, Trike Riders Course and the First Aid/CPR class.  If you 

have not yet signed up you can do so on line at http://gwrra-nm.org/Convention-Registration.  We 

hope to see your there. 

Ride often and ride safe.  

Jerry and Becky Stillwagon 
New Mexico District Educators 
e-mail:  jwagon1@msn.com 

http://gwrra-nm.org/Convention-Registration
mailto:jwagon1@msn.com
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MEDIC First Aid 

Coordinator 
Gail Reynolds  

FUN FACTS ABOUT THE HUMAN BODY  

Your brain is a more amazing machine than any computer. 

Although we are intimately connected to it, the human body 

remains one of the greatest mysteries in the universe. Here are 

some fascinating facts about this amazing labyrinth of complicated parts and systems: 

 The heart is the size of a fist, but beats about 100,000 times per day. That supplies approximately 60,000 miles of blood ves-

sels. 

 According to researchers, the human brain utilizes approximately 20 percent of the body’s blood as it consumes 25 percent of 

the body’s oxygen supply. 

 But a study done in the late 1990s concluded that blood is filtered as it enters the brain, so that only clear plasma flows into 

the most sensitive portions of the body’s mainframe computer. 

 Meanwhile the skull does a great job of protecting the brain, because human bone is five times lighter than steel, yet twice as 

strong as granite. The skull may seem rather simple when compared to the 27 different bones that make up the hand or the 

flexible pillar architecture of the spinal column. But actually the skull is regarded as the most complex feature of the skeletal 

frame.  

 Twenty-two separate bones function as a single block in the skull. All of those bones except one are fused together with fi-

brous joints, while the jawbone is set on hinges. Strategically designed cavities of air lighten the weight of the skull while also 

acting as a sound chamber to add resonance to the voice. 

 The brain is additionally protected by three different membranes, and it also floats in liquid that further insulates it from blows 

or fractures to the skull. The brain stem descends into the spinal cord, where 58 main cables connect to every inch of muscle 

and skin and every gland. That creates an instant-messaging network 30,000 miles long. 

 All of this happens beneath the expansive surface of the skin, which weighs a total of approximately 11 pounds on a typical 

adult. Skin grows thick on the soles of the feet, but stretches to a thinness of one-fiftieth of an inch across the eyelids. 

 

But a discussion of fun body facts would be incomplete without mentioning the controversy about blood col-

or. Many people argue that blood is not red but blue. Contact with air turns the vital liquid red, they explain, 

which is why it is that color when seen outside the body. They say that inside the body, on the other hand, 

blood is blue. For evidence they cite the fact that veins appear bluish when viewed near the surface of the 

skin.  

 

But the factual answer is that blood really is red. It is never blue, either inside or outside the body. The bluish 

hue has more to do with the tint and light reflectivity of the veins when they are observed through the skin. 

Just as water seems pink through a pink straw, red blood passing through a bluish vein will appear to be blue. 
 

NOTE: The above article was taken from the Spring 2012 Designing Wealth Magazine. 
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Leadership Training 
Harry & Amy Jenkins 

THIS WAS FOUND IN THE BILLFOLD OF COACH PAUL 
BEAR BRYANT OF THE UNIVERSITY of ALABAMA AFTER 
HE DIED IN 1982.) 

 

The Magic Bank Account 

Imagine that you had won the following *PRIZE* in a contest: 

Each morning your bank would deposit $86,400 in your private 
account for your use. 

However, this prize has rules: 

The set of rules: 

1. Everything that you didn't spend during each day would be taken away from you. 

2. You may not simply transfer money into some other account. 
3. You may only spend it. 

4. Each morning upon awakening, the bank opens your account with another $86,400 for that day.  

5. The bank can end the game without warning; at any time it can say, "Game Over!"   It can close the account and you 
will not receive a new one. 

 What would you personally do?  

You would buy anything and everything you wanted right? Not only for yourself, but for all the people you love and care 
for. Even for people you don't know, because you couldn't possibly spend it all on yourself, right? 

You would try to spend every penny, and use it all, because you knew it would be replenished in the morning, right? 

ACTUALLY, This GAME is REAL ... 
Shocked ? YES! 

Each of us is already a winner of this *PRIZE*. We just can't seem to see it. 

The PRIZE is *TIME* 

1. Each morning we awaken to receive 86,400 seconds as a gift of life. 
2. And when we go to sleep at night, any remaining time is NOT credited to us. 

3. What we haven't used up that day is forever lost. 

4. Yesterday is forever gone. 

5. Each morning the account is refilled, but the bank can dissolve your account at any time WITHOUT WARNING... 

SO, what will YOU do with your 86,400 seconds? 

Those seconds are worth so much more than the same amount in dollars. 

Think about it and remember to enjoy every second of your life, because time 
races by so much quicker than you think. 

So take care of yourself, be happy, love deeply and enjoy life! 

Here's wishing you a wonderful and beautiful day.   

Start "spending!" 

From Wingin GWRRA e-newsletter January 2015 Sent in by  Tom Hendricks, TX-U 
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Membership 

Enhancement 
Barb and Dan Cok 

How Taos became an art Town 
 

Sunday, May 26, 2013 

Albuquerque Journal – Section F – Arts 

By Kathaleen Roberts, Journal Northern Bureau 

How four artists not only made a living in Taos – they made art a major contributor to its economy. 

After the Taos founders planted their landscaped easels in this sleepy mountain town came two 
more waves of aesthetic movements. The then-shocking abstractions of the Modernists followed 
these older, more sedate canvases.  Just when art followers grew used to the Modernist’s angled 
distortions came the third invasion by a collection of flamboyant iconoclasts who refused to starve. 

This Third Wave of northern New Mexico transplants created a powerful aesthetic bristling with 
commercial energy.  A few of them developed a talent for turning artistic genius into commercial 
success.  

The relatively unknown Jim Wagner was arguably the most important survivor of this influx, con-
tents Jina Brenneman, curator at the Hardwood Museum of Art in Taos.  Taos gallery owner Ste-
phen Parks calls him “among the most creative and accomplished artist in America.”  Wagner is 
one of four artist included in a quartet of solo shows at the Harwood Museum of Art.  Wagner, R. 
C. Gorman, Fritz Scholder and Woody Crumbo were determined to make a living in Taos, making 
art a major contributor to the economy of Northern New Mexico.  With their galleries came com-
mercial combustion:  art publications, frame shops, shippers and art supply stores, followed by 
new, old and corporate art collectors. 

When Wagner’s family moved from Oregon to California in 1957, he met Taos minimalist Agnes 
Martin.  It was through this circuitous coincidence that Wagner discovered Taos.  “Agnes Martin 
told him in his younger years, “If you are wanting to be an artist, move to Taos,” Brenneman said.  
Wagner moved to New Mexico at 21.  Serious painters like Andrew Dasburg, Louis Ribak and Emil 
Bisttram became his mentors, teachers and critics. 

Prolific as well as compulsively creative, Wagner refused to focus his talents on a single medium.  
He explored landscape, constructions, furniture, printmaking, drawing, sculpture and ceramics.  
The work reflected the depth of turmoil in his life.  In 1977, Wagner shot a reputed pedophile who 
had made a verbal pass at his 15-year-old son.  He was convicted of assault with intent to commit 
a violent felony.  Gov. Toney Anaya pardoned him in 1978.  Even in prison, Wagner’s unrelenting 
drive would not be caged.  He learned woodworking and ceramics and completed a series of pen-
cil drawings call “Prison Series.”  He gave his fellow inmates art lessons.  It was while he was in jail 
that a buyer from Macy’s discovered his furniture and bought it.  

In 1980, the son he had tried to protect was shot and killed.  Wagner poured his grief into addic-
tions, battling alcohol and drugs, both of which he would eventually conquer with a “Wagnerian” 
will, Brenneman said.  But the artist was not possessed of the kind of personality needed to claw 
his way to stardom.  “A critical factor in an artist is ambition,” said Parks.  “You have to put yourself 
in a place where you’ll get well-known.  He couldn’t be bothered to play the game.  As long as he 
has gas in his truck and a fishing pole, he is happy.” 
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Enchanting the Locals 

The bejeweled Gorman out-glammed Andy Warhol.  Often orbited by his cats, with a Mercedes or 
Cadillac parked in the driveway, the artist’s charm and humor enchanted the locals, Brenneman said.  
He trademarked his own brand with sunglasses, bandana headbands and loud Hawaiian shirts ac-
cented with a mineshaft’s vein of silver and gold.   

The controversial artist was notorious for his crass commercialism; he pro-
duced endless images of overweight Native American women on every-
thing from magnets to mugs.  But the Harwood exhibition displays the 
artist’s earlier work.  “The work from the ‘60s and ‘70s is pretty staggering,” 
Brenneman said.  “I have a weakness for seeing the artist’s hand.  They 
show his confidence, his draftsmanship – this natural, gift.” 

The Taos legend opened the Navajo Gallery, the first of its kind to be 
owned by a Native American.  Its visitors included Elizabeth Taylor, Jackie 
Onassis, Arnold Schwarzenegger, Alan Ginsberg, Gregory Peck, Lee 
Marvin, Barry Goldwater, Danny De Vito and Erma Bombeck.  “I always 

found him to be very generous,“ Parks said.  “He filled a lot of teeth in this town.  He was especially 
close to the Hispanic community.  He sponsored a girls’ softball team.”  But Gorman’s genius crum-
bled once be began producing his endless series of lithographs.  “Late in his career, he was just 
cranking it out,” Parks said.  “In the beginning, he was very, very talented.”  

Need to Preserve Culture 

Woody Crumbo was an orphan born on an Oklahoma reservation.  He toured reservations across 
the country as a traditional dancer in the 1930s and sold 22 paintings to the San Francisco Museum 
of Art in 1932, ensuring his place in art history.   

In 1939, the U.S. Department of the Interior commissioned him to paint murals on the walls of its 
Washington, D.C., headquarters.  Painted in the flat Santa Fe Studio style, Crumbo’s “Deer and 
Birds” was the first Native American painting collected by Tulsa’s Philbrook Art Museum.  These 
paintings, which primarily used tempera, oil, ink and watercolor, demonstrate Crumbo’s innate need 
to share and preserve his culture. 

Crumbo moved to Taos in 1948.  By the 1950s, after buying $3 mail-order 
detection kit, he was set for life after discovering a vein of beryllium (a me-
tallic chemical element) with follow artist Max Evans in New Mexico.  The 
New Mexico School of Mines called it “one of the greatest beryllium finds in 
the nation.”  Beryllium is used as a reflector or moderator in nuclear reac-
tions.  

Crumbo developed printmaking skills as well as silk-screening techniques.  
Like Gorman, he wanted to create work that was affordable to everyone.  
Both Queen Elizabeth and New York’s Museum of Modern Art own com-

plete sets of his etchings and silk screens. 

Selling Himself as Native American 

Although he was just one-quarter Luiseńo, Fritz Scholder became one of the most renowned Native 
American artist of the 20

th
 century.  His most influential works merged a post-modern sensibility with 

a pop execution. He also taught at Santa Fe’s Institute of American Indian Arts.  “He knew how to 
live well and make art,” Brenneman said, citing a photograph of the artist with his Rolls Royce and 
dog.  “He was selling himself as a Native American, but he really wasn’t.”  But that quarter percent 
allowed him to commmodify himself as a painter of Native American themes.  Scholder kept a studio 
in Taos where he lived part time.  “He did some wonderful paintings here and had some terrific 
shows,” Parks said, “ – probably among the best shows Taos has ever seen.”  His work exerted an 
explosive sense of power, he added.  “He kind of carried himself at times with a shaman’s strength.:  
He also painted most of the four-footed residents of Taos, Parks, continued.  “Nobody paints dogs 
like Fritz Scholder.” 
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LISTED BELOW ARE ALL THE CHAPTER GATHERING LOCATIONS AND TIMES 

“A1” El Paso 

2nd Saturday, 11:30am eat 

Rudy's Country Store and 

BBQ 

6401 S Desert Blvd 

El Paso, TX 

 “C” Clovis 

1st Saturday, 6:30pm 

Red Lobster 

2601 N Prince 

Clovis, NM 

“D” Farmington 

2nd Saturday, 9:00am 

Golden Corral 

1715 East Main St 

Farmington, NM 

 “F” Albuquerque 

1st Saturday, 7:30am eat 

Golden Corral 

2701 Coors Blvd, NW 

Albuquerque, NM 

“R” Roswell 

1st Saturday, Noon 

Feb 1, May 3, Aug 2, Nov 1 

K-Bob's Steakhouse 

2000 N. Main Street 

Roswell, NM  

Mar 1, Jun 7, Sept 6, Dec 6 

Best Western Steven’s Inn 

1829 S Canal 

Carlsbad, NM 

Jan 4, Apr 4, Jul 5, Oct 4 

Rancher Steakhouse 

2022 N Turner 

Hobbs, NM 

 “N” 

 

 

 

 

 

“W” 

Rio Rancho 

4th Saturday 

Rub N Wood 

4000 Barbara Loop 

Rio Rancho, NM 

 

Albuquerque 

3rd Sunday, 7:30am eat 

Golden Corral 

10415 Central Ave, NE 

Albuquerque, NM 
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Your Team - Proud to Serve 
GWRRA Director 

Ray and Sandy Garris 

raygarris@gmail.com 

 

  

Region F Directors 

Keith and Teresa Morrison 

morrison.gwrra@gmail.com 

    
GWRRA Deputy Director 

Mike & Lynn Briggs 

mlbriggs60@comcast.net 

ASSISTANT Region F Director 

Mark Davis 

madavis@nuail.com 

      
NM District Directors 

Doug & Chris Pettigrew 

chrisndougwrra@gmail.com 

District Membership Enhance-

ment 

Barb & Dan Cok 

Chapter C, Clovis 

Tom & Lorraine Weingates 

howlingwinds@suddenlink.net 

      
Assistant District Directors 

Dave & Lisa Bachman 

kenbarbieride@hotmail.com 

District Trainer 

Harry & Amy Jenkins 

hwjenkins2@comcast.net 

Chapter D, Farmington 

Roy & Lil Davis 

roy_lil_davis@yahoo.com 

      

District Educator 

Jerry & Becky Stillwagon 

jwagon1@msn.com 

District IOY 

Harry Jenkins 

hwjenkins2@comcast.net 

Chapter F, Albuquerque 

Russ (CB) Hall & Susan Maclel-

lan 

hallnmacgwrra@yahoo.com 
      

District Motor Awareness 

Gene & Jeanie Wagner 

wildone2@mac.com 

District Goodie Store 

Annette Perry 

annperry8@gmail.com 

Chapter N, Rio Rancho 

Joe & Nancy Opuszenski 

joeopus@earthlink.net 

      

District MFA Coordinator 

Gail Reynolds 

msdaisymae1943@aol.com 

District Webmaster 

Tom Evans 

evans@att.net 

Chapter R, Southeast NM 

John & Judy Metts 

jcmetts@pvtn.net 

      
District Treasurer 

Jeanie Wagner 

wildone2@me.com 

District Newsletter 

Mark Davis 

madavis@nuail.com 

Chapter W, Albuquerque 

Tom Brewer 

frankenankle2004@yahoo.com 

   
Public Relations 

Annette Perry 

annperry8@gmail.com 

District Photographers 

Bill & Becky Brown 

bill-becky@hotmail.com 

Chapter A1, El Paso 

Tom & Lisa Evans 

evans@att.net 
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