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appy Holidays” to all, which 

includes Happy Thanksgiving, 

Merry Christmas, Feliz 

Navidad, Happy Kwanza, Happy 

Chanukah, Joyous Festivus, and Happy 

New Year.  Geez, I hope I didn’t miss any.  Lisa and I were 

able to attend parties for Chapter R, Chapter C, and TX-A1 this 

year, and visit with friends, and we had a great time. 

There are many benefits to having a GWRRA membership and 

the best benefit is Chapter Life.  I strongly encourage everyone 

to get to your home chapter, and every other chapter that you 

can to make friends.  If you are not already doing that, you are 

missing out on the best part of GWRRA.   

Sadly, we have to report the closing of Chapter C.  We have 

been there twice since becoming Directors, and have spoken 

to several members so we think that all Chapter C members 

understand what happens, but I will explain for clarity.  All of 

us are aligned to a “Home Chapter” within GWRRA due to our 

Zip Code as the default location.  This information is freely 

available on the Officer’s Connection for anyone to view via 

this link http://www.gwrra.org/oconnect/zip_codes.html if 

you are interested.   

Despite the alignment to a “Home Chapter”, any of us can 

select another chapter merely by calling GWRRA Customer 

Relations at 800-843-9460 and ask for a “Chapter Override” 

to a different chapter. GWRRA requires that the member does 
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this directly, and do not allow Directors, or 

Membership Enhancement Coordinators to do it 

on behalf of the member 

For Chapter C, we are still discussing, but we 

anticipate that the Chapter C Zip Codes will be 

aligned to Chapter R, which is the next closest 

chapter, where I am sure you will be very, very 

welcome.  That said, Chapter C members, like 

every member in GWRRA may select their own 

“Home Chapter” and/or just attend any gathering 

that you wish, and in fact, you are encouraged to 

attend other gatherings, and meet new friends.  

(That is what the RR is for is GWRRA; Ride the 

Road and meet new people and when you get 

there, don’t sit at a table by yourself.  Walk 

around, introduce yourself, and sit with your new 

friends.) 

Chapter R has announced that they are not 

scheduling any gatherings in Hobbs in 2017, but 

instead will embrace Chapter C by looking for a 

new location in the Portales or Clovis area for a 

Lunch time meeting.  (Location, Location, 

Location.  It is not always easy finding a place 

that is available when you want to have the 

meeting, has good food at good prices, is 

conveniently located, and hopefully has a private 

room for our purposes. So, that search is 

underway, but not yet concluded.)  Thanks to 

David West and the Chapter R members for 

doing this and I’m sure Chapter C members 

appreciate the effort. 

No member is defined by a chapter letter 

designation, such as Chapter XX.  We do not 

belong to a chapter, but our membership is to the 

association, GWRRA, and as such we are only 

defined by our friends and the fun that we have 

while participating in Chapter life.  And 

thankfully that will continue for all members of 

Chapter C.  Hey, who knows, Chapter C has 

reopened before, I believe twice, and it may 

happen again. 

If you have any questions about this, feel free to 

contact me directly, and I’ll be happy to discuss. 

I had mentioned previously that we had 

suspended AED Training in the District.  Due to 

great diligence on the part of Chris Boyle, we 

(meaning Chris) got very pointed and pertinent 

response from NM Health Department which 

indicate that we are not subject to the Law 

because we do not own an AED and do not train 

with a live AED, only training models.  So let the 

training begin, and hope we never have to use it.  

Thanks again Chris. 

We expect we will start registrations in the spring 

for the District Rally, which gives us all plenty of 

time before the Rally, scheduled for the end of 

September.  There is a lot to do, and we want to 

get all the pieces in place and negotiate the best 

deals for you.  Before we start registrations we 

want to be as smart as possible to avoid 

disappointments and surprises.  

 

“In the meantime, please save the dates 

of Sept 28-30, 2017 for our NM District 

Rally.” 
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ecently, I was asked to speak at a 

dinner and considered the 

audience for my subject 

choice.  In general, they were young and had 

many choices lying before them.  So, I choose to 

pull from a famous poet, Robert Frost, The Road 

Not Taken - 1920.  This poem is often miss-

represented if not outright miss-quoted from the 

last of four stanzas which reads, "Two roads 

diverged in a wood, and I— I took the one less 

traveled by, And that has made all the 

difference."  The miss-quote is often reflective of 

two or more choices the writer has faced and has 

chosen the one less traveled.  The previous 

stanzas read quite different.  I love the simplicity 

of the poem, and yet the complexity of the details 

and most certainly the ability of the reader to get 

wrong what is being stated.  I'm going to leave to 

each of you an opportunity to find and read a 

poem from a great American poet.  It won't take 

more than a few moments to read.  Suffice it to 

say, that each of us will be faced with paths in life 

with which we might choose to travel.  Frankly, 

having a choice is a blessing as many of life's 

circumstances don't offer us much of a choice at 

all.  Sometimes there are opportunities to redo, 

correct or change the outcome of choices but they 

are rare and none come free of charge particular 

to time which is always spent.  As the poet states, 

there is a desire to do it all, but very seldom an 

opportunity in life to go down more than one 

path, ever.  Thus, in time we are left with only a 

reflection of what might have been had we done 

or not done something different. 

 We should not dwell on the past as in 

regret, but be determined to learn from 

mistakes, missteps or misdeeds and to 

not experience such outcomes again.  I 

appreciate poetry but find myself often at a place 

where I'm trying to determine what the Poet was 

thinking or seeing when they penned the 

piece.  Everyone is influenced by experiences 

and we can only guess what miles the other 

person has walked.  Then there are those who are 

just crazy in my humble opinion.  I will never get 

Van Gogh.  You can have all of his 

interpretations of life; I'm more of a Bev 

Doolittle person myself.  I struggle to determine 

my own way sometimes, much less understand 

why others do or don't do something.  In the face 

of a new year upon us and the usual 

determinations by each to be resolved to do or not 

do something, I'd offer a reflection on the Robert 

Frost poem to remind us all that equal paths are 

equally chosen.  However, we all know we can 

only take one path at a time or just stand there.  In 

the words of another famous individual, Yogi 

Bara, "When you get to the fork in the road, take 

it.", I'd simply suggest don't just stand there and 

don't look back with regret.  Be determined to 

live life, make friends and have fun all within the 

framework of putting others first.  In time, you 

will tell the tales of the path you traveled having 

been the one that made all the difference.  Have 

a great YEAR! 
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oliday Greetings to All – 

  

We write this, our first article as 

ADD’s (Assistant District Directors) and wish to 

dedicate it to all the senior members of our 

chapters, the district, the region and elsewhere. 

We have been thinking about you all a lot lately 

and wish to convey our thoughts to everyone. 

 

 As you are getting older and may have stopped  

riding, some of you may feel you no longer fit 

into your chapters the way you used to, and that 

your participation is no longer needed. We 

respectfully argue quite the opposite! Each and 

every one of you are valued members of this 

organization, and you can (and do) contribute 

more than you may know. You are not only part 

of this organization's beginning and years past, 

but you are such an important part of the 

GWRRA's legacy and an intricate element of 

each chapter’s future. The miles you've ridden; 

the friends you've made and the cherished 

memories you’ve created; the beauty of our 

world that you have actually touched, and how it 

is now engrained; the photos within your minds 

of what you have seen and experienced through 

time - these are yours to keep forever . . . . and 

share with all of us.  

 

Additionally, the cumulative knowledge that you 

all possess, is beyond words and it is important 

that you share it all with us. When Tricia and I 

first joined Chapter F and met people like Deane 

& Diane, Neil & Pauline, Jerry & Becky, Gene 

& Jeanie, Dennis, Bill & Jo and we learned an 

enormous amount of information. Not just about 

our motorcycle, but the riding tips, clothing 

needs, comfort for long trips; the fun, and on and 

on - and in doing so, we had the opportunity to 

become close friends.  

 

 

 

Now, how does this Legacy continue? 

How do you all share this wealth of 

information and life experiences? How 

do our chapters continue to function and 

get our aging membership to be active and feel 

involved? How do our chapters assist our aging 

members - get them to meetings, socials, events 

and rallies?  

 

We all should cherish these precious members! 

Let's all get to work on taking care of them! Let's 

get closer to them; get a phone tree established; 

talk to them to see if they need anything; call on 

them for ideas, utilize them to help at the 

gatherings and take them to lunch if possible. 

Maybe just sit with them at the events and 

gatherings and simply get to know them better.  

 

We are pretty sure it will be beneficial to 

everyone. After all, they are the best huggers . . . 

these are the hugs that sink into our hearts. 

 

In closing, we sincerely wish everyone a very 

blessed, happy and safe holiday season. is now 

engrained; the photos within your minds of what 

you have seen and experienced through time - 

these are yours to keep forever . . . . and share 

with all of us 

 

Gary & Tricia 

 

 

H 
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Driving Blind -Motorcycle Safety 

 have read articles and have overheard 

conversations about motorcycle safety.  

A common theme discussed is why 

motorist always say, “I did not see the 

motorcycle.”  

A reasonable question to ask is “are the motorists 

telling the truth?”  

Can a motorist experience a moment of blindness 

and if so, how can it happen?  

To explore phenomenon, we can look at research 

conducted by German born American 

Psychologist Ulric Neisser. He was a significant 

figure in the development of cognitive science. 

“He had participants watch groups throwing balls 

on a video screen.  As they watched, a woman 

walked through the room carrying an open 

umbrella.  Few remembered seeing her.”    

Just as the participants missed the woman 

walking with the umbrella, it is realistic to 

assume that a motorist can miss seeing a 

motorcyclist.  

But how does this happen?  Try reading a book 

while listening to the news.  As you concentrate 

on a task, the information around you is received 

with less detail.  The human mind has a singular 

focus and picks up less information on 

everything else around. This is called 

“unconscious selective attention”. 

If you have traveled on any highway via 

motorcycle, you have all seen motorists doing 

other things while driving.  

 

Today, many vehicles are equipped with 

state of the art interface voice activated 

computers and telecommunication systems.  

The drivers in these vehicles have 

distracting devices, phones, tablets and 

computers that shift the concentration from the 

task of driving. 

According to the Center for Disease Control and 

Prevention, (CDC) “Each day in the United 

States, more than nine people are killed and more 

than 1,153 people are injured in crashes that 

involve distracted driving.”  

The CDC defines Distracted driving as  

1. Activities include using a cell phone, 

texting, and eating.  

2. Using in-vehicle technologies (such as 

navigation systems)  

Combined with “unconscious selective 

attention” and distracted driving and Motion 

Induced Blindness, in essences many motorist 

drivers are driving blind.  

There are several dynamics in human cognition 

that may prevent a competent person from seeing 

a motorcycle.  The Troxler Effect is a 

phenomenon of visual perception wherein an 

object can disappear from our sensory awareness.  

Swiss physician, Ignaz Paul Vital Troxler first 

discovered this phenomenon in 1804.  The driver, 

while looking to the left, becomes fixated on a 

certain point of the road.  Objects such as your 

motorcycle may fad away and virtually 

disappearing from the vehicle driver’s field of 

vision. 

 

 

 

I 



[Type here] 
 

6 
  

Another phenomenon that impacts motorcycle 

safety is symptom called “Emotion-Induced 

Blindness”.  This phenomenon can occur it the 

diver is hears or sees something that is 

emotionally disturbing.  For example, a driver of 

a vehicle hears disturbing information on the 

radio or phone.  The driver may not notice a 

motorcycle.“Psychologists at Vanderbilt and 

Yale universities studied the effect that highly 

emotional images have on perception.  It was 

found that the human brain cannot process 

information immediately after experiencing a 

highly emotional event.  A driver could have an 

argument while driving and this emotional 

upheaval could cause the vehicle driver to 

become emotional blind and not see an object 

such as an approaching motorcycle.     

We can mitigate the inherent dangers of 

motorcycle riding by being aware of those 

dangers.  Never assume that a vehicle drive can 

see you.  Position your bike away from the blind 

spot.  While riding in city traffic use your running 

lights.  

Accidents were found to be significantly reduced 

by using motorcycle headlamps and by the rider 

wearing a high-visibility yellow, orange, or 

bright red jacket.  The study did not specifically 

identify a clear link between motorcycle color 

and safety.  The report said the color is likely to 

be insignificant because the accidents were most 

often frontal, where little of the motorcycle color 

would be visible to the other driver.  Consumer 

Reports News, How to reduce the risk of getting 

hurt on a motorcycle (July 2008)  

We do know that motorcycle crashes often occur 

with vehicles making a left turn.  These drivers 

turn in front of motorcycles that are going 

straight.  The motor vehicle driver often clam 

they did not see the motorcycle.   

There are multiple reasons why motorist are 

failing to see motorcycles.  I am not making 

excuses any motorist.  I hope that we as 

motorcyclists are aware that many motor vehicle 

drivers are in essence, driving blind.       

 

References:  

Center for Disease Control and Prevention  

http://www.cdc.gov/Motorvehiclesafety/D

istracted_Driving/index.htmlhttp://www.n

ytimes.com/2012/02/26/us/ulric-neisser-

who-reshaped-thinking-on-the-mind-dies-

at-83.html 

Consumer Reports News: How to reduce the risk 

of getting hurt on a motorcycle, July 2008 

http://www.consumerreports.org/cro/news/

2008/07/how-to-reduce-the-risk-of-

getting-hurt-on-a-motorcycle/index.htm 

Racy and Gory Images Cause Temporary 

Blindness 

http://abcnews.go.com/Technology/DyeHa

rd/story?id=1042244&page=1 

When Emotion Blinds: A Spatiotemporal 

Competition Account of Emotion-Induced 

Blindness 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles

/PMC3491583/ 
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Riding with a Passenger 

hether we operate a 2 or 3 wheeled 

motorcycle, many of us are 

accustomed to riding with a 

passenger and, therefore, comfortable operating 

the motorcycle. However, if you seldom carry a 

passenger, or your passenger is inexperienced, or 

your physical capabilities have diminished over 

the years, below are a few key operating hints 

that will make for a safer ride.  

 

Before riding with an inexperienced or new 

passenger, the operator should spend a few 

minutes in a pre-ride briefing. The intent is to 

communicate what the passenger can expect and, 

more importantly, the operator’s expectations of 

the passenger.  Below are safety hints to 

consider: 

 

Equip and Adjust Your Motorcycle 

 A passenger seat and footrests are 

required by law. Note that the passenger 

must be able to place their foot on the 

footrest.   

 Adjust tire pressure (see Owner’s 

Manual) and suspension settings for the 

additional weight. Some passengers 

weight 100 lbs. while others 200 lbs. or 

more. It’s important to be aware of and 

observe the weight limits of the 

motorcycle and this information is found 

in your Owner’s Manual. The weight 

limit includes the rider, passenger, cargo, 

and all accessories. The Gold Wing 

Owner’s Manual (confirmed years 2006 

and 2012) lists the limit as 410 lbs., a 

number easy to reach for 

some while on a road 

trip.  

 

 Readjust mirrors and headlight as 

necessary. 

 

Passenger Preparation 

 Operator conducts a pre-ride briefing. 

 Wears protective riding gear: eye 

protection, a DOT-approved helmet, 

boots, gloves, long riding pants and 

appropriate riding jacket. The passenger 

should essentially be outfitted the same as 

the operator. 

 Passengers under age 18 are required by 

law to wear a DOT-approved helmet.  

 Small children are required by law to be 

able to reach both footrests with their feet 

while sitting on the passenger seat. 

Getting On and Off the Motorcycle 

 Passenger is told to only get on or off the 

motorcycle when the operator gives the 

OK. This allows the operator to prepare 

for a shift in weight distribution. 

 Considering the size of our motorcycles, 

the passenger will be told to step onto the 

footrest and move the other leg over the 

seat, similar to mounting a horse. The 

reverse for getting off. 

 Start the engine before the passenger gets 

on. 

 Apply the front brake while the passenger 

gets on or off the bike. This will prevent 

the motorcycle from rolling which could 

create an unbalanced situation. 

 Passengers should get off the bike before 

the operator. 

Passenger Safety Tips 

 Our touring motorcycles have hand 

holds for the passenger, but other 

options are holding onto the waist or 

hips of the operator. 

  

W 
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 Keep feet on footrests at all times, 

including while stopped. Never ride 

with feet dangling off the footrest. 

Bumps compress the suspension and 

lean angles in corners may cause the 

foot to contact the pavement potentially 

resulting in injury.  

 

 When turning, look over 

the operator's shoulder in the 

direction of the turn. This 

subtle, but important, 

technique is taught in our 

Advanced Rider Course and 

Trike Rider Course. 

 In a corner, always lean 

with the rider. 

 Avoid turning around or making 

sudden moves that can cause the 

motorcycle to become unbalanced, 

particularly at slow speed. Due to age 

and diminished strength, many 

operators find it difficult to maintain or 

recover balance once the motorcycle 

starts to lean at slow speed or when 

stopped.  

 If crossing an obstacle, rise off the seat 

keeping your feet on the foot pegs with 

knees slightly bent and allow legs to 

absorb the shock upon impact. 

 

Operator Safety Tips 

 Operator always conducts a pre-ride 

briefing for inexperienced or new 

passengers. 

 A passenger will affect handling due to 

extra weight and independent motion. 

Always be prepared for unexpected 

movement of the motorcycle. 

 Braking sooner with greater pressure may 

be necessary. 

 Use extra caution in a corner. 

 Allow more time and space for passing. 

 

 

 Be ready to counter the effects of 

crosswinds as they may have a greater 

effect due to a broader side profile.  

 Avoid extreme speeds and dramatic lean 

angles. 

 Smooth shifting will minimize passenger 

movement and increase their enjoyment. 

 

In summary, proper preparation and training will 

ensure that riding with a passenger is a pleasant 

and safe experience for the operator and 

passenger. 

 

Reference: 

Office of Traffic Safety 

A Division of the Minnesota Department of 

Public Safety 

 

Safety Starts with You 

Identify and Avoid Blind Spots 
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How to Break Down in the Middle 

of Nowhere? 

    By Wes Siler - November 19, 2013 

rash in the desert? Get stranded due to 

weather? Carrying a few basic essentials 

with you can make the difference 

between life and death.  

Here’s how to make a motorcycle survival kit.  

For the purposes of this article, let’s assume 

you’ve already got things to fix your bike 

handled — tools, tire repair kits, bulbs, fuses, etc. 

— and concentrate instead on human survival. 

The stuff you’ll need to get you home or to keep 

you alive while you await rescue.  

As motorcyclists, we enter into this a little more 

prepared than the common man on the street, our 

clothing is already designed to protect us from 

extreme weather. A jacket designed to keep you 

warm in 85 mph wind chill will do just as well 

huddled around a campfire. And that’s the 

quickest way to die in the outdoors — exposure. 

“The first, biggest killer out there is hypo or 

hyperthermia,” explains survival expert Cody 

Lundin.  

“Another non-negotiable is water. The easiest 

way to maintain that core temperature aside from 

clothing is water. Your circulatory system is 

responsible for heating and cooling the body and 

to do that your body must stay hydrated.” So let’s 

start the survival kit there as the most important 

item and work our way down to the least.  

Klean Kanteen Water Bottle Or a 

hydration pack or whatever works for you. 

You’re likely taking water with you riding 

already, but it’s always a good idea to make sure 

you have a little extra. Throw a Klean Kanteen in 

your tail pack or fill your Kriega Hydro-

3 to full, even if you’re only off for an 

afternoon ride. A little extra weight and 

volume won’t kill you, but a lack of water will. 

An unlined aluminum or steel water bottle is 

rugged and will allow you to heat water over a 

fire to purify it or cook food.  

The easiest, cheapest, smallest and most 

effective way to make found water suitable 

for drinking is plain ol’ Tincture of Iodine 

2%. Put two drops in your standard water bottle, 

shake it up, wait 15 minutes and you’re good to 

go. Those two drops aren’t enough to make the 

water taste bad and don’t stress if you spill a little 

extra in there. Don’t be pregnant, have an Iodine 

allergy or have thyroid gland problems though. 

You can’t carry unlimited water on your bike, but 

carrying this tiny little bottle of Iodine can allow 

you to make as much safe drinking water as 

you’ll ever need.  

Tyvek Jacket Tyvek Jacket In the 

mountains when the weather 

suddenly takes a turn for the worse? 

Whether you just need to make it down or are 

forced to spend the night, you’ll need to get 

warm. The same material that insulates your 

home makes a killer waterproof, windproof, 

breathable layer that packs incredibly small and 

can be very cheap to buy. If you’re unprepared 

for precipitation, one of these worn over your 

motorcycle gear will keep you dry. Or, it will 

work well as an insinuative layer too.  

Silk Glove Liners Silk Glove Liners 

“If you can’t hold on to the 

handlebars because you have frost 

bite on your fingers, you’re DOA,” says Cody. 

Silk glove liners are effective, affordable and will 

fit under pretty much any gloves.  

C 
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Silk Balaclava Silk Balaclava “By putting 

on a hat and some sort of neck covering, 

it’s minimally equivalent to putting on a 

light sweater,” explains Cody. “The good 

thing about this is the head and the neck are easy 

places to cover for limited space. A balaclava 

will be worth its weight in gold for a motorcycle 

survival kit.” Silk offers excellent insulation for 

its thickness while being luxuriously comfortable 

and durable.  

First Aid Kit First Aid Kit You can stop 

most bleeding with the clothing you 

wear or just man up and deal with the 

pain of any injury that doesn’t stop you from 

moving, but adding a first aid kit will give you 

the ability to clean wounds or deal with problems 

like diarrhea or allergic reactions (mainline 

Benadryl in case of snake bite).

 To make mine, I started with this Adventure 

Medical Kits Sportsman and added stuff like Ace 

Bandages, a SAM Splint, a snake bite pump and 

prescription medicine to create something pretty 

comprehensive.  

Protein Bars Protein Bars On the list 

of survival priorities, food comes dead 

last; it takes two weeks to a month to 

starve to death. But, putting some calories in your 

body can give you calories to burn for warmth 

and is a huge psychological boost. Don’t let them 

take up too much space, but a couple protein bars 

are well worth packing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ERRY CHRISTMAS and 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! I 

hope that you all are a lot 

further along in your Christmas festivities than 

we are. We should be having the family 

Christmas party this weekend and I haven’t even 

finished my Christmas shopping list yet. This 

really isn’t something new for me this year 

though. It seems like I have been behind the 

whole year and can’t seem to ever catch up. So, 

that’s one of my wishes for next year….try to be 

on time and caught up! Hope you all have 

enjoyed your various chapter Christmas parties.

 

 

We were hoping to make some of them but 

again…..that behind thing has kept up with 

us. Let’s all try to make an effort next year 

to level up in the Riders Education Level 

program. At least start in it if you haven’t 

already.  

I know this is short but we do wish you the best 

for the rest of the year and hope you all have a 

wonderful New Year. Be safe whether you are 

out on 2 wheels or 3 wheels or 4 wheels during 

the holidays. We have a lot of crazy inattentive 

drivers out there and we need to watch out for 

them. 

Until next time…..keep the rubber on the ground! 

M 
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 read article in the Episcopal Diocesan 

Newsletter that I found gracious and 

enlightening and perhaps something 

some of us might consider for a Motorist 

Awareness Event in our own community. I’m 

always looking for new ideas and excited when I 

find one.  It is my belief that we should use every 

avenue we can to get the word out about Motorist 

Awareness even if it’s in a religious setting.  We 

were gone at the time of this event, but had we 

been here and known about it we would have 

attended. While doing some research on this I 

found that there are several communities who 

sponsor this type of event.  I think it is a great 

idea, so I would like to share the story. 

Radical Welcome to Roswell Bikers  

by Donna Addkison, 

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 

Roswell, NM  

 

St. Andrew’s Roswell demonstrated what it 

means to be radically welcoming creating a 

community experience that allowed riders from 

across Roswell and Chaves County to come 

together, to get to know each other, and to 

remember those riders who have lost their lives 

on our highways and byways.  As expected, 

many of the riders who came don’t attend St. 

Andrew’s and aren’t Episcopalian.  Motorcycles 

and some of the people who ride them aren’t 

always welcomed everywhere, including our city 

streets and highways.  We all know those who 

have ridden a motorcycle to work or for fun and 

have had a few close calls.  And then, of course, 

there are the stories of riders who die every year 

for a variety of reasons including being hit by 

larger vehicles.  There is a profound need to 

acknowledge this risk as well as the lives of those 

who have died and those whose lives have been 

forever changed. 

 

On Saturday, October 8, Fr. Dale Plummer 

Rector at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 

was joined by Bishop Michael Vono for a 

short service to bless riders.  

Commemorative stickers were presented to each 

rider, and some riders chose to receive individual 

blessings and to have their bikes blessed.  Food 

and non-alcoholic beverages were provided at no 

cost from 1:30 – 3:30 pm. 

 

There was an optional Poker Run to support the 

work of Four Paws Pet Pantry.  Locations around 

Roswell were identified to serve as drop off 

points for pet food contributions and stops for the 

poker run which ended back at St. Andrew’s.  

Short and long sleeve Pet Pantry t-shirts were 

also available for purchase. 

 

0 
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s you all know, during the 2016 

Albuquerque; Tricia and I were 

honored with the District Couple 

of the Year award.  We just thought 

you would like to see what we have been doing 

to prepare for the Region Couple of the Year 

competition coming up in May, in Scottsdale, AZ 

. . . 

Tricia and I have visited numerous chapters in the 

state as well as attended motorist awareness 

events, in Clovis, Farmington, Rio Rancho and 

Albuquerque.  

Tricia wrote and printed the “Great Mascot Raid 

of 2015”; and has delivered a copy to each of the 

NM chapters.  

We attended the district rallies in Montrose 

CO, Vernal UT, Lake Havasu, AZ and of course 

our own district/region rally in Albuquerque 

NM.  We were hoping to get to the district rallies 

in California and Nevada but our trike blew a CV 

joint in Colorado and it stayed up there for a 

month and a half until all the parts came in and it 

was repaired.  We participated in several of the 

district rally bike shows and have taken home a 

few trophies, including Best of Show in Arizona. 

As of  December 10th, we both have 

completed all 6 modules (46 classes) of 

the Leadership Training Program (LTP).

 

  We are the 14th and 15th persons in the 

entire district to have received all this 

training, and something like the 26th and 

27th persons for the entire region.  Not bad too 

shabby – being that Tricia and I have only been 

GWRRA members for 2 years and 4 months. 

Furthermore; Tricia and I have held (or are 

holding) the following positions in Chapter 

F; Mascot Curator, Chapter Couple of the 

Year, Assistant Ride Captain, District Couple of 

the Year, Social Butterfly Coordinators.  We 

recently were offered and, have accepted, 

the Assistant Chapter Directors, and 

the Assistant District Directors positions. It is 

important to note that Wiley has also been with 

us every step of the way and he is assisting us – 

as any pup would.  

We will be Santa’s helpers, delivering stuffed 

animals to the children that are in the hospital 

during the holidays.  Wiley has his elf suit 

pressed and ready to go.  He said that he and 

Santa are good friends, ya know.   More on this 

adventure next month.  

As you can see, we are doing everything that we 

can to prepare for the COY competition at the 

Region Rally in May.  We truly are hopeful that 

you all will come to Arizona in May, 2017 to 

support us.   We have enjoyed the experience and 

look forward to the rally.  

 

Gary & Tricia 
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Chapter F Christmas Party 

was the 3rd of December, and all 

through the house, nobody was 

stirring not even the mouse. 

They had put on their party clothes and headed to 

town.  In search of a party of great renown.  

The hotel was ready, the cooking was done, the 

games and the prizes were waiting for fun. 

And a great time was had by all 38 who attended.  

Special thanks to Bill Resnick for being the Santa 

he really is.  The steaks were tender and cooked 

just right, and the chicken was mighty tasty.

  Greg Phillips was the ever-cordial Master 

of Ceremonies assisted by Margie Green on 

the game computer, and Gary Green on the 

stopwatch and scoreboard.  The games were 

Pictionary, Catch Phrase, and Friendly Feud.  

After the dinner and the games were played out, 

the dance floor was cleared and the music began.  

Santa left with approximately 250 stuffed toys 

for the children.  Much thanks to the staff for 

helping throughout the whole process.  The 

sponsors for the Christmas party can be found in 

the Chapter F newsletter

. 

 

 

 

erry Christmas and a Happy New 

Year! Lorraine and I wish you all the 

very best in the coming year. The New 

Year starts out without an active “Chapter C” in 

Clovis. Even though the chapter is closing as of 

31 December, it’s not the end of the road. 

Members of Chapter C can reform in Chapter R 

of Roswell. Dave West, director of Chapter R, 

has invited us to join their chapter in Roswell. 

This is what Lorraine and I plan on doing. We 

hope those who like to ride, want to be part of the 

chapter life, and meet new people will join us. 

Lorraine and I have made a lot of new friends in 

our travels with GWRRA. These friendships 

never die, they grow. We cherish each and every 

one of you, and we plan on making more friends. 

Lorraine and I love to ride, we don’t need a 

particular destination; we just go where the road 

leads us. This has led to many adventures, finding 

new roads, new sites and making new friends. 

You don’t find that from a 4-wheeler. Riding the 

motorcycle gives us release from the daily 

routines and allows us to let things go that aren’t 

that important. As you can tell, this is not an easy 

letter to write, so let’s get to the meat. We had a 

great Christmas Party on the 3rd of December at 

Roma’s. Our District Directors, Tom and Lisa 

Evans joined in our event, along with Janet and 

Gary Longhurst and Mark Davis (the rebel). We 

had a great time telling stories of our rides 

together. It seemed my name was recalled a lot of 

times in these rides, i.e. killing a turkey buzzard, 

plastic tarp covering my bike, the quick ride from 

Fort Sumner to Clovis, just to name a few. I want 

to thank all the members of Chapter C for the 

work, time and fun we had as a chapter. So let’s 

start a new chapter in our lives, for new 

adventures are waiting for us out there. God 

Bless 

 

T 
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NATIONAL 
GWRRA President: Anita Alkire: jralkire@cox.net 

GWRRA Directors: Ray and Sandi Garris  raygarris@gmail.com 

 

REGION 

GWRRA Region F Director: Andy & Sherry Smith GWRRA.RegionF@gmail.org or (757) 617-0734. 

Click Here  for other members of the Region Team and contact information. 

 

DISTRICT:  
  Director  

  Webmaster 

  Tom & Lisa Evans (726- 809- 2184) evans@att.net 

  

  Assistant Director 

  David West (575- 626-8326) dww4664@msm.com 

  

 
Couple of the Year & Assistant Directors 

Gary Smith and Trish Warwick (505-463-0807)  GLS650@msn.com 

 triciatalkn2ya@gmail.com 

 
 

   Membership Enhancement Coordinators 

   Photographers 

   Becky & Bill Brown (575- 885-3077) bill-becky@hotmail.com 

  

   Rider Educator 

   Chris Boyle (505-350-0844) chris224068@yahoo.com 

  

   First Aid Medic 

   Gail Reynolds (915-549- 3287) msdaisymae1943@aol.com 

  

   Motor Awareness Coordinator 

   Leadership Trainer 

   Walter Clement (313- 675- 1232) range1274@comcast.net 

  

  Treasurer 

  Margie Green (505- 250-7411)  mailto:margie.green@comcast.net 

  

   Goodie Store 

  George & Priscilla McCarty (575-885-5531)  mailto:george-prissy@hotmail.com 

  

   Newsletter Editor  

   Judy Metts (575-736-1962) mailto:jemetts@gmail.com 

 

mailto:jralkire@cox.net
mailto:raygarris@gmail.com
mailto:GWRRA.RegionF@gmail.org
http://mailtrack.me/tracking/raWzMz50paMkCGZkAmD5AQNlZmpzMKWjqzA2pzSaqaR9ZwpkAmNjAwt2Way2LKu2pG0kZQZlZwNlZQL0AyV
http://gwrra-regionf.org/node/17
mailto:evans@att.net
mailto:dww4664@msm.com
mailto:GLS650@msn.com
mailto:triciatalkn2ya@gmail.com
mailto:bill-becky@hotmail.com
mailto:chris224068@yahoo.com
mailto:%20msdaisymae1943@aol.com
mailto:range1274@comcast.net
mailto:margie.green@comcast.net
mailto:george-prissy@hotmail.com
mailto:jemetts@gmail.com
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 D -- Farmington  R-- Southeastern NM 
 Monthly –2nd Saturday @ 9:00 a.m.  Monthly –1st Saturday @11:30 

     Golden Corral – 1715 E. Main  Jan, April, July, Oct. – Roswell 

     Gary Greenfiel00d CD            Los Cerritos - 2103 N. Main 

      greenfieldgary3@gmail.com  Feb, May, Oct – Clovis 

      https://gwrranmd.shutterfly.com/             (Place to be determined) 

   Mar, July, Dec. –Carlsbad 

              Stevens Inn, 1829 S. Canal 

   June, Sept.– Ruidoso 

  F -- Albuquerque            K-Bobs – 157 US Hwy 70 

 Monthly – 1st Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.       David West CD 
      Golden Corral – 1701 Coors Blvd NW       (575) 626-8326 

     Danny Branch & Crystal Salazar CD’s        dww4664@msn.com 

     (505) 480-5330        https://gwrranmr.shutterfly.com/ 

      cjs129@hotmail.com   

      dbranch654@gmail.com  W - Albuquerque 
      https://gwrranmf.shutterfly.com/  Monthly –3rd Sunday @ 8:00 AM 

      Golden Corral - 10415 Central Ave NE 

      Tom Brewer CD 
 N - Rio Rancho     Phone: (505) 604-7546 

 Monthly – 4th Saturday @ 12:00 noon     frankenankle2004@yahoo.com 

         Village Pizza- 1266 Corrales Rd.      http://www.gwrra-nm-w.org/ 

         Corrales, NM.     
        Joe & Nancy Opuszenski CD’s   

    Phone: (673) 644-7539   TX-A1 -  El Paso 
   joeopus@earthlink.net  Monthly – 2nd Saturday, @ 11:00AM 

     http://gwrra-nm-n.org/index.php/homepage     Rudy's BBQ - 6401 S. Desert Blvd. El Paso. 

      Exit 8 off I—10 

     Glennie Payne 

           Phone (570) 380-0093 

           tlpayne1940@gmail.com  

           https:/gwrratxa1.shutterfly.com/ 

    

 

mailto:greenfieldgary3@gmail.com
https://gwrranmd.shutterfly.com/
mailto:dww4664@msn.com
https://gwrranmr.shutterfly.com/
mailto:%20cjs129@hotmail.com
mailto:%20dbranch654@gmail.com
https://gwrranmf.shutterfly.com/
mailto:frankenankle2004@yahoo.com
http://www.gwrra-nm-w.org/
mailto:joeopus@earthlink.net
http://gwrra-nm-n.org/index.php/homepage
mailto:tlpayne1940@gmail.com
https://gwrratxa1.shutterfly.com/
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