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NEW MEXICO 

INTERIM DISTRICT 

DIRECTOR 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Ray and Sandi Garris, 

Your Directors of 

GWRRA are proud to an-

nounce the appointment 

of Tom & Lisa Evans to 

the position of Interim 

District Director for New 

Mexico as of September 

12, 2016. They are cur-

rently the Directors for 

TX-A1, El Paso and Re-

gion F Webmasters. 

 Tom and Lisa joined GWRRA in Jan 2001 with NJ-F. At 

their first meeting we were dubbed the Chapter Webmas-

ter and have been on staff ever since. They have held var-

ious other positions including Chapter Director at three 

separate chapters, NJ MS-150 Coordinator, MEC, 

Trainer, and Webmaster at Chapter, District and Region 

levels in NJ and Region B, as well as NM and Region F. 

Tom was a Criminal Investigator for the United States Air 

Force for 7.5 years.  He has been employed by AT&T for 

over 20 years and has a Computer Science Degree. Tom 

and Lisa have a Travel Business which specializes in 

Cruising for Charity providing fund raisers for organiza-

tions. 

 They currently reside in Las Cruces, NM with their 2 res-

cue cats, are active in the community and Tom serves on 

the Home Owners Association Board of Directors. 

Please join Sandi and me in thanking and congratulating 

Tom & Lisa on this new appointment. They can be 

reached at evans@att.net or (575) 652-3144. 

This appointment was due to Dave & Lisa Bachman step-

ping down as NM District Directors recently. We want to 

thank them both for all their hard work in this position. 

We will look forward to seeing them continue to taking 

part in the many activities that GWRRA offers in New 

Mexico. 

Thank you, 

Ray & Sandi Garris 

Your Directors of GWRRA 
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NATIONAL: 

GWRRA Directors: Ray and Sandi Garris mailto:raygarris@gmail.com 

GWRRA Deputy Directors, Region F, I & J: Mike and Lynn Briggs mailto:mlbriggs@comcast.net 

REGION: 

GWRRA Region F Director: Andy & Sherry Smith (Interim) GWRRA.RegionF@gmail.org or (757) 617-0734. 

GWRRA Region F Assistant Director: position open 

GWRRA Region F Assistant Director: Joyce and Rick Elmore 

GWRRA Region F Assistance Director: Cathy and George Diaz 

DISTRICT: 

 NM District Director (Interim) 

 NM District Webmaster 

 Tom & Lisa Evans mailto:evans@att.net 

  

 NM District Assistant Director: Position Open  

 

 NM District Photographers 

 NM District Membership Enhancement Coordinators (Interim) 

 Becky & Bill Brown  mailto:bill-becky@hotmail.com 

  

 NM District Rider Educator 

 Chris Boyle 

 mailto:chris224068@yahoo.com  

  

 NM Medic First Aid 

 NM District Leadership Trainer 

 Walter Clement mailto:range1274@comcast.net 

  

 NM Couple of the Year 

 Gary Smith and Trish Warwick 

 mailto:triciatalkn2ya@gmail.com 

  

 NM District Treasurer 

 Margie Green  

 mailto:margie.green@comcast.net 

  

 NM Motor Awareness Coordinators 

 Mark and Dorothy Rowe 

 mailto:mrchevytruck@hotmail.com 

  

 NM Goodie Store 

 NM District Newsletter Editor (Interim) 

 Judy and John Metts mailto:jemetts@gmail.com 

  

 

National, Region, District Staff 
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The expectation is that we will be 

“Interim” directors for about 2 or 3 

weeks.  Having been around 

GWRRA for a few years, I keep 

asking “how many earth years are 

in 2 or 3 GWRRA weeks.”  This is 

not our first rodeo, but it’s the first 

one without the big floppy shoes 

and the face paint, so we have some adjustments to 

make. 

 

According to Webster’s:  “interim” adjective; for, 

during, belonging to, or connected with an interven-

ing period of time; temporary; provisional.  Exam-

ple:  an interim order; an interim job. 

 

In all seriousness, on behalf of GWRRA, Region F 

and the NM District, thank you to our friends who 

were serving our association and, sadly, have de-

cided to step down.  I have spoken to most.  While it 

may appear that there was some vast conspiracy, my 

assessment is that most had individual reasons for 

stepping down, and we respect their decisions and 

know that we will see them soon as all will continue 

their membership and chapter life. 

 

Another round of thank you’s to those who have 

stepped up to fill interim team positions.   

 First of all, you are only reading this newsletter 

because Judy Metts agreed to help with the News-

letter, in addition to her existing work, in Chapter 

R, as Chapter Newsletter Editor, as Chapter Edu-

cators with John, and District Goodie Store. 

 Becky and Bill Brown who are currently District 

Photographers and Chapter R MEC’s agreed to 

help at the District level as the District MEC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More thank you’s to the all the Team members who 

agreed to continue to serve in their current positions 

to serve the District membership.  Margie Green as 

Treasurer, Walter Clement as Trainer and MFA Co-

ordinator, Chris Boyle as Educator, Mark and Doro-

thy Rowe as Motorist Awareness, and Gary Smith & 

Trish Warwick, who proudly serve as this year’s 

Couple of the Year.  I am resuming my former posi-

tion as District Webmaster, and retaining Region 

Webmaster. 

 

But wait, there’s more:  Thanks to your CD’s who 

continue to serve you:  Tom and Lorraine Weingates, 

Chapter C, Gary and Mary Greenfield, Chapter D, 

Danny Branch & Crystal Salazar, Chapter F, Joe and 

Nancy Opuszenski, Chapter N, David West, Chapter 

R, and Tom and Lisa Evans for TX-A1. 

 

We received many, many, texts and e-mails from our 

friends in the District, Region, and even from our for-

mer home, Region B, congratulating us on the ap-

pointment. 

 

We are running up to Rio Rancho Sunday to meet 

with friends (hope to see you) and attend and support 

Mark and Dorothy as they host a Motorist Awareness 

booth at the First Responders event at Quantum Park, 

500 Quantum Rd NE.  (Thanks to Janet for arranging 

for canopy, tables, chairs and water.)  It is my under-

standing is that the Balloon launch is at 7:00 am and 

the booths set up by 10:00 am.  Mark and Dorothy 

help to keep us safe by promoting that motorists look 

out for motorcycles on the road, adding tremen-

dously to our safety. 

 

It is our honor to serve as your Interim District Di-

rectors.  If you have questions or comments please 

feel free to call or e-mail:  evans@att.net , 575 652-

3144 (home) or 732 809-2184. 
  

District Director 
Tom & Lisa Evans 

mailto:evans@att.net
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Wing Ding Travels 
As most of you know, Billings, Montana 

had the honor of hosting this year’s Wing 

Ding. Since Billings is in New Mexico’s 

“backyard”, I had never attended before so 

I decided to check out what this Wing Ding 

thing is all about. I traveled solo so the only 

disagreements about route and pace were 

with me, myself, and I. 

  

Before venturing out on this relatively short journey (a bit over 

1000 miles one way), I ensured that the Goldwing was up to the 

task. Fresh oil, other fluid checks and replacement as necessary 

and new tires set the tone for a trip free of maintenance worries. 

It’s a good practice to use the T-CLOCS (Tires/Wheels, Con-

trols, Lights, Oil, Chassis, Side stand) Inspection form prior to 

any extended travel away from home. Trikes have a similar in-

spection form which can be used.  

 

I departed Albuquerque via I-25 on a Tuesday, September 30, 

and arrived in Billings Wednesday afternoon to pick up my reg-

istration materials. The only thing worth mentioning on the trip 

north was the heavy fog experienced Wednesday morning north 

of Casper, Wyoming. The fog was so dense it seemed like vis-

ibility was down to 50 feet and the condensation accumulated 

on the windscreen and helmet visor like rain droplets. I kept 

thinking about those horrendous pile ups on the California free-

ways that we often hear about. Being a cautious rider, I slowed 

down to a speed that seemed appropriate for the conditions. I 

also took a class at Wing Ding called “Dealing with Different 

Elements” which recommended that, in heavy fog; we not stop 

on the shoulder and use our flashers. It seems some drivers will 

drive to the flashers like a bug to light thinking they are follow-

ing the roadway. A better practice is to find an exit and pull 

entirely off the road.  

 

On Thursday, I headed down to Cody, Wyoming and spent the 

day at the Buffalo Bill Center of the West. This museum com-

plex contains five separate museums and is an excellent way 

to spend the day. Below is a brief description of each museum: 

 

Buffalo Bill Museum 

The Buffalo Bill Museum’s focus is on the life and times of 

William F. “Buffalo Bill” Cody (1846 – 1917), the noted guide, 

scout, frontiersman, showman, actor, entrepreneur, town 

founder, and American icon. 

 

Positioning the story of Cody’s life within the context of the 

history and myth of the American West, the museum docu-

ments how, in an age without television or motion pictures, and 

under the persona of “Buffalo Bill,” Cody became the world’s 

foremost communicator about the history, promise, and endur-

ing spirit of the American West. 

 

 

 

 

 

Whitney Western Art Museum 

Artistic masterworks and modern views of the land, people, and 

wildlife of the West are presented in the Whitney Western Art 

Museum.  

 

Cody Firearms Museum 

The Cody Firearms Museum houses the most comprehensive 

collection of American firearms in the world. In 1975, the Win-

chester Arms Collection, the heart of this museum, adventured 

west as a loan from the Olin Corporation. It was deeded as a gift 

in 1988. To date, the Cody Firearms Museum has over 7,000 

firearms with more than 30,000 firearms-related artifacts. The 

number and variety of firearms is truly impressive. 

 

Draper Natural History Museum 

If you are visiting Yellowstone National Park, begin your ad-

venture with the Draper Natural History Museum. Since open-

ing in June 2002, the Draper has garnered international acclaim 

for its innovative, informative, and inspiring exhibits of Greater 

Yellowstone wildlife and ecology. 

 

Plains Indian Museum 

The Plains Indian Museum tells the significant story of the lives 

of Plains Indian peoples, their cultures, traditions, values, and 

histories, as well as the contexts of their lives today. Since 1979 

the museum has been a leader in promoting public recognition 

of the importance of Plains Indian art due to its nationally sig-

nificant collection. 

 

Visitors to the Plains Indian Museum learn, not only about the 

beautiful objects made by Indian people, but the stories of the 

people behind the objects and the special contexts in which 

these objects were made and used in daily and ceremonial life. 

 

Friday was focused on Wing Ding activities where I took clas-

ses (Dealing with Different Elements and I’m an Educator – 

Now What?). Along with many other New Mexico based 

GWRRA members, we volunteered at the GWRRA Store. Let 

me tell you, the Wing Ding tee shirts were flying off the table 

like there was no tomorrow. 

 

Since I did not ride over Beartooth Pass on my way to Billings, 

I had planned to do the Pass on my way to Yellowstone National 

Park on Sunday. However, the weather was turning bad so I 

thought I better ride the Pass on Saturday while the weather was 

cooperating. It’s worth noting that the Pass had already been 

closed once that week due to snow (also closed on Monday, 

Sept. 5). So, off I went on Saturday driving over the Pass 

(10,947 ft.) to Cooke City and then reversing course. It’s a great 

motorcycle ride traversing the twisties and the mountain top 

above tree line - Highly Recommended!!   

 

(continued on next page) 

 

 

District Rider Educator 
Chris Boyle 
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District Rider Educator   

(Cntinued from previous page) 

 

Sunday was the day to point the Wing south and keep it headed 

in that general direction. Leaving Billings early in the morning 

required donning rain gear which stayed on all day due to inter-

mittent showers and a brief hail storm. I used this trip to visit 

parts of Yellowstone that I had not seen in the past such as the 

West Thumb of Yellowstone Lake and West Thumb Geyser Ba-

sin. I felt like I was part of a nature show standing next to the 

bubbling mud pits at Geyser Basin.  

 

Every time I’m in Yellowstone, I always observe with interest 

the remnants of forest fires. One fire was particularly severe. 

The Yellowstone fires of 1988 together formed the largest wild-

fire in the recorded history of Yellowstone National Park. Start-

ing as many smaller individual fires, the flames quickly spread 

out of control with increasing winds and drought and combined 

into one large conflagration, which burned for several months. 

The fires almost destroyed two major visitor destinations and, 

on September 8, 1988, the entire park was closed to all non-

emergency personnel for the first time in its history. Only the 

arrival of cool and moist weather in the late autumn brought the 

fires to an end. A total of 793,880 acres, or 36 percent of the 

park was affected by the wildfires. The burn scars from this fire 

are still a prominent feature of the Yellowstone landscape.  

 

Exiting Yellowstone, it was then on to Grand Teton National 

Park where a storm dropped hail on me as soon as I entered the 

Park boundary. Fortunately, the hail was small and did not 

cause any issues – whew. It’s interesting to note that the Tetons 

are the youngest range of the Rocky Mountains, but contain 

some of the oldest rock in the United States at 2.7 billion years 

old. 

 

The only thing on the agenda for Monday was to tour Flaming 

Gorge National Recreation Area located in the states of Wyo-

ming and Utah. Oh, how I wish we had a body of water like that 

in New Mexico. It’s 91 miles long with 360 miles of shoreline. 

I stopped at the reservoir dam and took the tour into the bowels 

of the dam where 3 turbines generate a small amount of elec-

tricity for multiple states, including New Mexico. One stop on 

the tour involved feeding the fish – Rainbow and Brown Trout. 

I dumped 50 cents worth of fish pellets below the dam and it 

was cool seeing these large trout go after the feed.  

 

After Flaming Gorge, the push for home was on. It was a long 

day for sure covering over 700 miles, but the Wing was willing 

and the body only squeaked occasionally in protest. 

 

I’m already looking forward to the next trip. How about you? 

 

References: 

National Park Service 

Buffalo Bill Center of the West 

Be Alert!! 

Expect the Unexpected 
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Hi Everyone, 

I am going to start off by saying I am so 

jealous. By that I mean that I am so 

jealous of everyone that got to attend 

Wing Ding in Billings. I logged into 

Facebook each day to see what the 

group from our chapter had done that 

day and would be so envious.  Starting a 

new job and not having time off (because my boss said so) were 

the only reasons we didn’t go. We sure are hoping to get to go 

to Wing Ding in Texas next year.  

 

I don’t know how many of you read the August “Insight News-

letter” but there was an article from Larry & Penny Anthony on 

the Membership Enhancement Program that I thought was right 

on point about the Co-Riders. I am going to include some of it 

here because I thought it had a lot of useful information, hope 

you do too. 

 

How to have a Safe, Comfortable and GUN ride with your 

Co-Rider! 
 

The purpose of the Membership Enhancement Program, as 

stated on our web site home page, is to ensure that GWRRA 

members at every level in the organization have an enjoyable 

experience while participating in the many opportunities 

GWRRA provides. And what better way to accomplish that 

purpose than by helping those all-important Co-Riders achieve 

an “enjoyable experience” on every ride. We have a widely rec-

ognized Rider Education Program to help them focus on safety. 

So let’s focus on, Comfort, Enjoyment, and Fun! And Riders, 

you are critical to the success of this experience, so pay atten-

tion.   

 

TRAINING: Has she taken a co-rider course?  

(And have you taken an ARC or TRC course 

– two up?) Have you both taken a Medic/First 

Aid Course recently?  Does she know what to do in the event 

the bike goes down? If you go down, with a possible heart at-

tack?  Where the Engine-Kill switch is?  How to pinpoint your 

location with your GPS?  Where the First Aid kit is?    

 

COMFORTABLE:  This is the part that makes many riders 

wind up without anyone on the queen seat.  Everything you can 

think of to make your Co-Rider feel not just comfy, but wel-

come.   Someplace to put her “stuff”.  Leave the rear pockets 

for her use, and consider getting a bag to hang from an armrest 

(or your backrest) for more stuff.  (This is HER area; once she 

gets it stocked, don’t mess with it!)  Drink holders. Keep that 

mug full of ice and water on a hot day.  Be sure they’re filled 

with something cold to drink, on hot rides.  And bring extra 

water if it’s a long run between stops.  Sun block.  Cool vests 

or neckpieces for really hot days, appropriate clothing for cold  

 

 

 

 

 

 

weather – chaps, heated clothing, whatever.  You’re concentrat-

ing on the road and piloting the bike; she has less to do and 

dwells more on how hot or cold she is! 

Stop every hour or so for a “butt break” – and whenever re-

quested to!   Aside from the obvious necessity for bathroom 

breaks and fresh drinks, it’s healthier f or your circulatory sys-

tem.   Be careful about making overly long rides (know her lim-

its) – and allow extra time to rest up.  Add some custom foot-

rests for the back seat – there are a number models available 

which will allow your Co-Rider to change her foot position, 

very important on long rides (as you doubt-less know from your 

highway pegs).  And for heaven’s sake, ask her before you buy 

accessories for the bike for her to use – she will have her own 

preferences! Rain gear, extra gloves (for when the first pair gets 

wet, or when it starts get-ting nippy).  A towel to dry off wet 

seats.  Spare meds.  Once you think you have everything you 

think she might need for comfort, leave some room in the trunk 

for the things she knows she needs.   

 

Warn her when rough spots are coming – like railroad tracks, 

speed bumps, gravel, water, and animals.   She would like to 

know ahead of time when the bike starts dancing around be-

cause the road morphed into a gravel cow path, or you’re about 

to cross the Grand Canyon railroad tracks.   (And thank her 

when she tells you about a hazard you may not see yet!) 

 

We all know we handle our bikes and trikes, um, differently 

when we’re riding two-up instead of solo.  Carry that thought a 

little farther – avoid the racetrack starts, and double-check that 

she’s ready to go before you roll off.  Keep a good following 

distance in traffic, and stay in your comfort zone – even if that 

means letting the rest of the riders go on ahead.  Take good 

breaks, and don’t saddle up again until she’s ready to go.  And 

when the weather goes to pot, pull over when you get to a safe 

spot – or pull into a motel! 

 

 Talk!  We all understand the need for “communications disci-

pline” in traffic and strange terrain – keeping the chatter to a 

minimum, so the Road Captain can call out hazards.   But chat 

a bit!  C’mon, you’re on a Goldwing with your best buddies – 

talk to them!  (And be sure she has her own CB microphone 

button/volume control assembly, so she can join in, too!) 

 

Let me tell you from a Co-Rider’s point of view. These are very 

good points and you would be wise to listen to your Co-Rider. 

It will make your ride much more pleasant. So get out there and 

have some fun! 

 

 

Until we meet 

again…..keep the 

rubber on the 

ground!  

 

Member Enhancement Coordinator- Photographers 
Becky & Bill Brown 
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  Hi Everyone, 

We've been invited to the First Re-

sponder's Event in Rio Rancho on 

Sunday, September 25th.  Our plan 

is to be there for the Balloon lift at 

7:00 am & then will plan to set up 

by 10:00 am.  Janet Longhurst has 

so wonderfully volunteered to make  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

sure we have a canopy, two tables, & water.  Chapter 

D will bring flyers and signs we can hold up on the 

roadway.  They have put us at 500 Quantum at the 

Police Station in Rio Rancho.  Please let us know if 

you'll be able to come. 

 

Thanks!! 

Dorothy & Mark 

505-402-3806 & 505-427-609 

 

 

 

 

 

2nd Annual First Responders Appreciation Day 

 
Sunday September 25 - Quantum Park, 500 Quantum RD NE 

Join us for a fun family-friendly day in the Park while we honor New Mexico’s First 

 Responders.  Don’t miss meeting our local heroes who serve and protect us each day! 
 
 

 

7:00 am Benner Balloon Launch 

11:00 am Community Event 

1:00 pm Raffle Drawing 

 

 

EXPLORE EMERGENCY VEHICLE AND EQUIPMENT 

MEET RIO RANCHO PD K-9s 

FOOD AND DRINKS 

(INCL. FROST MORTGAGE’S FAMOUS POLICE DOGS) 

BALLOON RIDES - GAMES - SPECIAL EVENTS 

RAFFLE TICKETS ONLY $2 

EXCITING PRIZES, MANY CHANCES TO WIN 

 

Event proceeds being donated to Ten-82; an organization dedicated to serving our heroes in their time of need. 

Sponsored by First Responder Home Services and Rio Rancho Fire Department Wives. 

 

 

District Motorist Awareness 

Mark & Dorothy Rowe 
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Billings and Beyond 

By Gary and Margie Green 

 

September 27th a nice day as we leave town with the 

district team for Billings via Canyon Lands Park and 

Yellowstone.  Oh oh, we lose a trike in New Mexico 

and a bike in Canyon Lands, but onward we go.  In 

Cody, WY. to attend the Cody Rodeo on the last 

night of its 90 day run, a really good show. Then over 

Bear Tooth Pass and on to Billings.  

 

The Rally was great, held in the Billings Fairgrounds, 

a high number of attendees, and a good time was had 

by all. Oh the lost bike caught up with us as well as 

the trikers in their car.  No holding a good winger 

down! 

 

After another day we left for Shelby, Mt. with Chap-

ter F and a trip to Glacier Park.  The weather held 

good for a ride through the park the next day. On the 

way back to Shelby we passed a roadside car show 

and bar-b-cue so naturally we had to stop and peruse 

some really fine custom cars.  The next morning was 

a dismal one so F decided to head south for their turn 

in Yellowstone, after a short ride to touch a toe in 

Canada. Tom Cook had caught us in Shelby in his 

Explorer which proved invaluable as the next two 

days for F were sodden ones so the ladies got a dry 

ride. 

 

As Chapter F turned south Margie and I headed north 

in Canada for Calgary and beyond.  The weather for 

the rest of our trip remained reasonable is a bit misty.  

From Calgary we headed for Banff and Lake Louise.  

We stayed at Kootenay Park Lodge in a Log cabin 

built in the 1930s. Rustic place but they had a fire-

place at the foot of the bed and provided firewood 

each night. 

 

The engineer who laid out the roads in Alberta and 

British Columbia had to be a bike rider, as I have 

never ridden more spectacular routes. The high gran-

ite peaks are right at the road side, on both sides, for 

mile after mile after mile. All the many rivers and 

lakes were as clear as bottled water. The ride up to 

Jasper Along the Icefield Parkway was amazing. We 

must have passed by a dozen glaciers including Co-

lumbia Glacier. 

 

Heading for home we caught a two-bit car wash in 

northern Idaho to give the trike a bath, for which the 

trike was most appreciative.  WE spent a day in 

Coeur d’ Alene, Idaho, took a boat tour around the 

main bay of the 20-mile-long lake.  On to Lewiston, 

Idaho and then east along the Clearwater River 178 

miles to Montana. 

 

Now is the time to burn up some miles as all good 

things must end…..till the next time!  It was the best 

bike trip we have ever taken, over 5200 miles, and 

we returned home on Sept.13 on our trusty steed. 

 

District Treasurer 
Margie Green 
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Colorado District Rally 
Gary: 

On August 11th, 2016, I met 

Mark Davis and Keith Morri-

son at the Valero gas station 

in Bernalillo and we headed 

north, picking up John Ga-

herty in Santa Fe.  We contin-

ued on via Espanola, Ala-

mosa, Monte Vista, Gunnison 

and into Montrose.  It was a beautiful day and an abso-

lutely beautiful ride to Montrose.  We arrived and got 

checked into our hotel rooms and then proceeded to the 

District Rally where they had a free barbeque dinner wait-

ing for everyone.   

 

I attended their COY competition and it gave me some 

great ideas for Tricia and I for our region presentation 

next May.  

 

 That evening, we had a stunning ride around the outskirts 

of Montrose and arrived at the candy store for the light 

show.  Well, a big surprise was about to occur.  Tricia, 

who was unable to come up with us due to work, had 

called Crystal Salazar and had her call John Gaherty to set 

the surprise in motion.  The light show was just about to 

begin and I turned around saw my best friend and love of 

my life standing there.  I stood there in shock and she 

came over and got a big hug and kiss.  Thanks John and 

Crystal for your part in the great surprise!!!! 

 

The following day I got the Trike cleaned up and entered 

it into the Bike show.  At the closing ceremonies wherein 

my bike took second place in the 2 and 3 wheel 'custom 

with trailer'.  Since my bike is not custom, I thought this 

was great.   

  

When they called out winning tickets, I also won a motor-

cycle T-Shirt with a neck cooler and a really nice set of 3 

LED flashlights.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Tricia: 

Well, my surprise to Gary was conjured up late Thursday 

evening.  I packed the car, and drove into Santa Fe early 

for work on Friday so I could get an early start to Mont-

rose.  I made only one stop - just outside of Alamosa to 

text John Gaherty's number to Crystal Salazar so she 

could call John and let him know that I was on my way to 

surprise Gary.  (I didn't want Gary to see my name pop up 

on John's phone - in case he was nearby.)  

 

All was going well, except that my navigation system 

locked up - Oh well, I'm a big girl and I have a map!  I 

was making great time . . . . until . . . .  this little - old - 

slow - polluting - faded green Mercedes got in front of me 

on HWY 285 at the turnoff onto HYW 114 in Saguache, 

CO.  That little 'car' put a serious hamper on my trip!  Be-

tween the winding road of HWY 114, and the smoky ex-

haust on each (and every) incline - I was forced into 'putt-

putt' mode all the way into Gunnison.  Then, at last, I was 

able to get around him . . . . . and I even lost him.  AAAAh, 

I could breathe again!   

 

Getting thru Gunnison and on my way again . . . . it was 

Montrose or BUST!     

 

Lo and behold . . . .  that little *`~!^>* Mercedes sneaks 

up and cuts me off just as I was getting onto HWY 50.    

NOOOOOO  hOO  hOO!   . . .   

 

Well, I did get around him (eventually), and then I sure 

enjoyed the ride next to the Blue Mesa Reservoir.  Beauty 

all around!   

  

A few more calls to John and I was at the light show.  I 

saw Dave Bachman first, and then spotted my target -  that 

Gary Smith dude.  He was very surprised!  It was pretty 

awesome. 

 

All in all, it was a great rally and we had a wonderful time.   

 

You know - we are really starting to like these rallies!!!  

Still very sad about the Wing Ding thing, but very much 

looking forward to the Arizona District Rally in October.  

 

We pray for safe and fun travels for all that are heading to 

Wing Ding.  We anxiously await the pictures and stories 

- there is bound to be some pretty entertaining ones with 

NM in the house!  

District Couple of the Year 

Gary Smith & Trish Warwick 
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WING DING ADVENTURES 
 

We had planned our trip to Wing 

Ding for months!  We met members 

of our Chapter on the morning of Au-

gust 25th and made our way to Chama 

where we spent the first night.  The next day it was foggy 

and rainy so we put on all the gear and proceeded to our 

next destination which was over Independence Pass to 

Glenwood Springs CO.  We had one little incident, Henry 

had a flat tire on his trike in between Antonito and Ala-

mosa so we had to call Rescue and have the trike hauled 

to Alamosa to get a new tire. The ride of Independence 

Pass was great, although a little chilly and windy on the 

top.  Loyds trusty GPS took us 5 miles past the exit to our 

motel in Glenwood, but we managed to get turned around 

so all was well.  On day three we rode along the west side 

of the Flaming Gorge in Utah to Rock Springs WY.  This 

was a new experience for us since we had never been on 

that route before.  Beautiful views of the Gorge! On day 

4, rather than riding directly to Jackson, we took a more 

scenic ride through Idaho, along the Salt River, then along 

the Snake River.  We even got in the middle of a cattle 

drive! I’m not sure what the cattle thought as they looked 

us over.  On day 5 we found that the South entrance to 

Yellowstone was closed so again we headed west and saw 

more of Idaho.  This was also a new experience for us as 

we had never seen the Teton’s from the west.   

As we entered the park we were welcomed with a sign 

that said not to report flames, they were doing a controlled 

burn.  It was a very smoky ride so we didn’t linger too 

long in the park.  We did a little hike to the top of Mam-

moth Hot Springs, then headed to Tower Falls to admire 

the view and enjoyed an ice cream! Then it was on to 

Cooke City Montana for an evening of rest and breathe 

somewhat “cleaner air”!   Day 5 was spent riding over the 

Beartooth Mountains 

into Billings where 

had rented a condo-

minium for our chap-

ter.  Well, all except 

for Loyd who had got-

ten a hotel room before 

his plans had changed 

and it was non-refund-

able so he had no  

 

 

 

choice. We were very pleased with our accommodations 

and it only cost each couple $350.00 for 5 nights and we 

will each be receiving a refund of $125.00 which was 

what we put down as a refundable deposit for cleaning 

and damage. Pretty good deal for us. $56.00 per night. I 

was especially grateful that we had rented a house because 

I got to spend three days in it by myself because I hap-

pened to be misfortunate enough to have to go the St. Vin-

cent’s Emergi Care where I was diagnosed with Shingles.  

I had the shot 5 years ago and it was a big shock when the 

Dr. told me why I had a constant headache every day since 

we left home.   So my trip to Wing Ding ended after one 

day.  I did get to attend two seminars, go to the vender 

area and attend the Welcome to Billings Festivities, so I 

can at least say “I attended”. And since we were in a con-

dominium I got to be a part of the sharing of the recap of 

the day from everyone else. My recap was pretty boring… 

pills, pain and puking. 

After Wing Ding our group disbanded and we all went our 

separate ways.  We went to Great Falls to visit relatives, 

then rode on to Spokane Washington to visit more rela-

tives, 

We had a squeak in our front tire from the minute we left 

home and no one could figure out what was making the 

noise.  When we got to Spokane we found a Honda repair 

shop.  They diagnosed the problem.  Our trike has chrome 

front wheel which is a little bit wider than a standard 

wheel.  With the addition of Centramatic wheel balancers 

the overall width caused rubbing on our ring of fire plate.  

So the mechanic removed the wheel balancers and the 

squeak was gone. We also discovered that our tire needed 

replacing so that was good.  However, when we left Spo-

kane we discovered that we had a problem with the brakes 

dragging and scratching when applied.  We couldn’t find 

a Honda Shop until we got to Salt Lake.  We took it in and 

they diagnosed the problem. When the mechanic in Spo-

kane reassembled the front wheel he failed to tighten the 

bolt that secured the brake calipers, luckily the ring of fire 

plate kept the bolt from falling out.  If the bolt had fallen 

out it would have caused us to have a serious accident.  

We are extremely lucky to have ridden 4,136miles and the 

shingles being the only thing that caused much pain!    

 

 

District Goodie Store - Newsletter 

Judy & John Metts 
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erry and I have had many years of extensive 

travel on our bikes. We've been all over these 

great United States including Alaska and All 

of Canada many times. The only state we haven't rid-

den is Hawaii and Terry has promised we will ride 

there as soon as the bridge is complete. I've searched 

the internet and there doesn't seem to be any word on 

that bridge. Can't figure how he knows about this 

bridge? 

 

The following are some places we've frequented and 

some we still will eventually visit. Here's a bucket 

list for 2017. See if any pertain to your bucket list. 

 

Never been in Kahoots. Apparently you can't go 

there alone. You have to be in Kahoots with some-

one. Never been in Cognito. I hear no one recognizes 

you there. I have however been in Sane. They don't 

have an airport; you have to be driven there. I have 

made several trips there, thanks to children, friends, 

family and work. We'd like to go to Conclusions, but 

you have to jump, and I'm not too much on physical 

activity anymore. I have also been in Doubt. That is 

a sad place to go, and I try not to visit there too of-

ten.  I've been in Flexible, but only when it was very 

important to stand firm. Sometimes I'm in Capa-

ble, and I go there more often as I'm getting older. 

 

 

 

 

 

One of my favorite places to be is in Suspense. It re-

ally gets the adrenaline flowing and pumps up the old 

heart! At our ages we need all the stimuli we can get! 

I may have been in Continent, but don't know what 

country that's in. It's an age thing. They tell me it is 

very wet and damp there. I've been in Flexible, but 

only when it was very important to stand firm. Some-

times I'm in Capable, and I go there more often as I'm 

getting older. One of my favorite places to be in in 

Suspense. It really gets the adrenaline flowing and 

pumps up the old heart! At our ages we need all the 

stimuli we can get!  I may have been in Continent, 

but don't know what country that's in. It's an age 

thing. They tell me it is very wet and damp there.  

 

That being said, you can now do your part! Your job 

is to send this to at least one unstable person to help 

me complete my job.  

 

Life is too short for negative drama and petty things. 

So take some advice from what I've learned. Laugh 

insanely, love truly and forgive quickly! 

 

Hope you enjoyed this lighthearted message as much 

as I did when I first read it. 

 

On a Wing, Victory and a Prayer, 

Your Assistant GWRRA TX A1 Directors, 

Glennie [for Terry too] Payne 

 

  

T 

My Bucket List Rides 
Glennie Payne 
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C --Clovis 

  

 

R-- Southeastern NM 

 Monthly – 1st Saturday@ 6:30 p.m.  Monthly –1st Saturday @11:30 

 Red Lobster-2601 North Prince  Jan, April, July, Oct. – Roswell 

 Tom & Lorraine Weingates CD’s  Los Cerritos - 2103 N. Main 

 (575) 762-5545  Feb, May, Aug, Dec.  –Carlsbad 

      howlingwinds@suddenlink.net  Stevens Inn, 1829 S. Canal 

    Mar, Nov.  – Hobbs 

    Ranchers Steakhouse—2202 N Turner 

 D -- Farmington  June, Sept.– Ruidoso 

 Monthly –2nd Saturday @ 9:00 a.m.  K-Bobs – 157 US Hwy 70 

 Golden Corral – 1715 E. Main  David West CD 
 Gary Greenfield CD  (575) 626-8326 

      greenfieldgary3@gmail.com       dww4664@msn.com 

      

  F -- Albuquerque  W -- Albuquerque 

 Monthly – 1st Saturday @ 8:30 a.m.  Monthly –3rd Sunday @ 8:00 AM 

 Golden Corral – 1701 Coors Blvd NW  Golden Corral - 10415 Central Ave NE 

 Danny Branch & Crystal Salazar CD’s  Tom Brewer CD 
 (505) 480-5330  Phone: (505) 604-7546 

  cjs129@hotmail.com  frankenankle2004@yahoo.com 

  dbranch654@gmail.com   

      

 N - Rio Rancho   TX-A1 -  El Paso 

 Monthly – 4th Saturday @ 12:00 noon  Monthly – 2nd Saturday, @ 11:00AM 

      Village Pizza- 1266 Corrales Rd.   Rudy's BBQ - 6401 S. Desert Blvd. El Paso. 

      Corrales, NM.    Exit 8 off I—10 

      Joe & Nancy Opuszenski CD’s  Tom & Lisa Evans CD’s 
 Phone: (673) 644-7539  Phone: (575) 652-3144 

 joeopus@earthlink.net  cell: (732) 809-2184 

        evans@att.net 
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