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District Directors 
Keith & Teresa Morrison 

 
Well January has been a busy month.  It 
started off with the Chapter F gathering to 
install Russell and Valerie Shupe as the new 
Chapter Directors and Russ Hall and Susan 
MacLellan as the new Assistant Chapter 
Directors.  We also presented Jimm and Pam 
White their “Former” rockers, letter of 
appreciation and a wooden GWRRA thank you 
plaque.  We also introduced Jerry and Becky 
Stillwagon as your new District Educators!   
 
We were off next to Chapter C in Clovis to 
install Phil and MaryLou as the new Assistant 
Chapter Directors.  Then we presented Woody 
and Vera Wood their “Former” rockers and a 
letter of appreciation.   
 
Now it was off to Chapter D in Farmington.  At 
the gathering, their Chapter Educators, Mark 
and Debbie Rowe, presented six Members 
Level II patches and one Member Level III 
patches.  The Chapter Directors, Roy and Lil 
Davis, then presented Mark with his Level II 
patches.  Awesome effort on Mark and 
Debbie’s part to get Members involved with 
and advancing in the Rider Ed Levels Program.  
 

The next weekend we were off to Chapter T in 
Las Cruces to install Tom and Lisa Evans as 
the new Chapter Directors.  We also presented 
Lou and Deb Sarabia their “Former” rockers, 
letter of appreciation and a wooden GWRRA 
thank you plaque.  We weren’t done yet, we 
were off to Chapter W in Albuquerque. 
 
At Chapter W, installed Alan and Rita Ringshall 
as the new Chapter Directors and Ralph and 
Robynn French as the new Assistant Chapter 
Directors.   
 
Lots of changes this month and Teresa and I 
would like to thank all the folks that travel to 
Chapter gatherings.  The Chapters appreciated 
the time you took to come say hi and support 
them.  Till next month...keep smilin’...;))) & ride 
safe!  
 
Here's to good friends, good times, & Gold 
Wings!!! 
 
 

Keith & Teresa  

Gold Wing Road Riders Association -Friends for Fun, Safety & Knowledge 
 

 GWRRA         REGION F                                      NM DISTRICT              
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Assistant District Directors 
Doug & Chris Pettigrew 

 
 

The holidays are over, thank goodness. For us 
it was a trying time with all the visitors, cooking 
etc. I thought life got easier with age. Not so. 
We’re busier now than we ever were at thirty. 
Something is wrong with this picture. Maybe 
next year we’ll leave town for the holidays. 
 
January 15th, Chris and I traveled to Las 
Cruces for the Chapter T kick-off with Tom and 
Lisa Evans as the new Chapter Directors. We 
were a half hour behind Dan and Fera 
Williams, our newest Chapter C members; who 
were also going to visit Chapter T. We kept in 
touch via cell phone and finally caught up with 
them a little east of the Inn of the Mountains 
Gods on Highway 70. We traveled together the 
rest of the way into Las Cruces. 
 
After a short R&R at Day’s Inn we met up with 
Tom and Lisa and fifteen others at the La 
Posta de Mesilla for dinner. This place is a 
tourist favorite and was extremely busy. 
Fortunate for us, Tom had made reservations. 
We had a good meal and a nice time visiting 
with everyone. 
 

 
 
The Chapter T kick-off the next morning at 
Fur’s came off well with thirty-eight in 
attendance, fourteen from Chapter T and 
twenty-four visitors. We had a good gathering, 
filling breakfast buffet and it was nice to see 
some old friends we hadn’t seen in a couple of 

years. Since Chapter C traveled the furthest 
we were able to steal Chapter T’s mascot, 
Senior Chili. He came with some words of 
caution from Tom. “Sometimes he gets  some 
rather embarrassing, uncontrollable and totally 
undesirable gas caused by his pure diet of 
local green chili.  (We've gotten pretty use to it, 
by now, but you folks may notice some odors 
that just are not fair to blame on the dog.)”  
We’ll be looking forward to Chapter T’s visit to 
Chapter C to reclaim Senior Chili. 
 

 
 
Now is a great time of the year to do some 
training of membership and bike maintenance 
to get everyone on top of things for the 
approaching riding season. 
 

 
Ride safe, Doug & Chris 



3 

Rider Education 
It’s not IF but WHEN . . . 
Russell Shupe, NM-F CD 

 
 

I received the below from Mark Davis, NM-W. 
 
“I was in a motorcycle crash last night.   
 
I am OKAY!!!!  My gear did its job.  I am little 
sore but nothing major. 
 

 
 
If you think for an instant that all the training 
you have ever had doesn’t come in to play, 
PLEASE think again.  I give a lot credit to gear 
and training for me walking away. 
 
I hit a 60 pound dog at 50+ mph on South 
14/337 one mile from home.  All I saw was a 
flash of an animal.  Right then, time slowed 
way down.  I recall all of the incident and I 
never blacked out.  It is amazing what the 
mind can do in moments of crisis. 
 

 
 

My bike is most likely totaled.” 
 
I consider Mark Davis to be as competent a 
rider as we’ve got in the District. 
 
I stopped by the PIT today and took a few 
photos of his bike.  Rick Howell believes it is 
totaled. 
 

 
 
It still has fur, parts of the animal, and feces 
(not sure who’s but I can guess) from nose to 
tail down the left side. 
  

 
 

Bill Cosby was right.  First you say it and then 
you do it! 
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I am told that his bike went about 100 yards 
after Mark “stepped off”. 
 
You just can’t believe what a 60 pound dog 
can do to a GL1800.  Just look at the photos. 
 
On picture below the white stuff on the rim is 
fur jammed in between the tire and the rim into 
the tire bead! 
 

 
 
It is not a question of avoidance. 
 
It is a question of survivability and Mark did an 
outstanding job!  
 

This is not quite as bad as when Wyle and Lila 
hit the deer outside of Loveland, CO but it is a 
close 2nd. 
 
I would encourage everyone to participate in 
the Rider Education opportunities that the 
Chapter Educators put on.  
 
“Crash Davis” should remain a character in 
the movie BULL DURHAM, and not one of our 
own! 
 
It is always important to keep a sense of 
humor on these things and -on a humorous 
note:  
 
The only thing I must assume is that, with all 
those lights, the dog thought it was a plane 
about to fly OVER as opposed to a motorcycle 
about to drive THRU (sorry Mark!).   
 
GWRRA Rider Education saves lives and I 
believe it just saved Mark! 
 

 
 
Next month’s article will be by Jerry & Becky 
Stillwagon, your new District Educations.  
Please say congratulations when you see 
them!! 
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Couple of the Year 
Ralph & Robynn French 

 

Since we have last written we have been off to 
a busy start.  We will start with the Christmas 
party in Rio Rancho.  We had a great time and 
performed as MC for the Wacky Awards.  We 
had several people give stories and as the 
audience listened and applauded we choose 
winners and supplied prizes for the five 
categories.  All families received a Christmas 
ornament that was personalized by us to show 
2010 and GWRRA.  We hope this tradition 
spreads to all Chapters for Christmas parties 
around the District and we will help each 
Chapter so they can do the tradition at their 
Christmas gatherings. 
 

 
 
2011 activities are already in motion.  We 
began the year by having a weekend at the 
Cottonwood Motorist Awareness Mall Show.  
There were seven bikes staged representing 2-
wheelers, trikes and a side car.  The owners, 
one of which was us, took turns manning the 
display and talking to the people who stopped 
by to look at the bikes.  Gene and Jeanie 
Wagner did a great job organizing the event. 
 
Next we went to the Chapter T gathering in Las 
Cruces.  Tom and Lisa Evans have worked 
hard for their kickoff gathering as Chapter 
Directors and had about 30 people in 

attendance including some old Members, some 
new Members and lots of visitors. 
 

 
 
After the gathering three bikes and two cars 
went to Alamogordo. One bike and two cars 
went to the Alameda Park Zoo, the oldest zoo 
in the state.  The zoo was established in 1898.  
We had a great time visiting at the gathering 
and going on the ride.  The couples that did go, 
including us, extended friendship within the 
GWRRA family, had a great time and saw 
some interesting animals.  
 

   
 
Pictured are a Lemur from Madagascar and a 
bald eagle from the USA.  I am especially fond 
of the “bald” eagle. 
       
 
We enjoy visiting and hope you can join us on 
some of our adventures. 
 
Ralph & Robynn 
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Membership Enhancement (ME) 
Joe & Nancy Opuszenski 

 
I would like to address three ME areas this 
month, GWRRA Membership reports, Couple 
of the Year, and Newsletters. 
 

GWRRA MEMBERSHIP 
REPORTS:  The full report 
is due out this month 
(January) but will probably 
arrive in February.  Seeing 
that there is only one ME 
Coordinator (me) in New 

Mexico I will provide detailed instructions to all 
Chapter Directors (CDs)  and Assistant 
Chapter Directors (ACDs) on what to look for in 
this full report (a current listing of all Members 
within your Chapter).  The full report is 
released twice a year so it is especially 
important that you look it over carefully.  The 
report is in Microsoft Excel so it is helpful if you 
have Excel or MS Excel Viewer (a free 
download from Microsoft) on your computer.  In 
the past I have released several tutorials on 
the GWRRA monthly reports; I will do the same 
for the full report. 
 

COUPLE OF THE YEAR:  It is 
the start of the New Year and 
you new CDs and ACDs and the 
one or two incumbent CDs need 
to take a good look at your 
Chapter Members and see if 
there is anyone who comes to 

mind as to supporting Chapter activities.  Are 
they on the staff team?  Do they run your 
phone tree?  Have they stepped forward to 
help the Chapter out?  If so, then they should 
be considered for your Chapter Couple of the 
Year.  GWRRA has eased up on the 
requirements in the past few years and there is 
no need for a Couple of the Year to do 
anything other than what they are doing now … 
if they wish.  If they wish not to participate in 
higher level activities that is OK and they do 

not have to travel to other Chapters if they care 
not to.  Additionally, the Couple of the Year 
selection process does NOT require you ask 
candidates if they agree to be a Couple of the 
Year or not.  CDs, or your selection committee, 
are the sole selection source.  IT IS A WAY 
FOR THE CHAPTER TO HONOR A MEMBER 
FOR PAST PERFORMANCE.  Couple of the 
Year requirements can be located on the 

GWRRA website, ME 
Program, Guides. 

(http://med.gwrra.org/guides/coy/CoupleoftheY
earManual10-10.pdf )  Note that the Couple of 
the Year Guide was recently updated (dated 
Oct 2010).  If the candidates agree to 
participate they must submit a resume’ and be 
recommended by their Chapter.  Details are 
contained with the guide. 
 
CHAPTER NEWSLETTERS:  The Chapter 
Newsletter is the primary form of 
communication to your Chapter Members, 
prospective Members’ and the motorcycle 
world in general.  It is especially a way for the 
Chapter to bond with its Members, since 
Members (and their relatives) like to see their 
names and photos in the Newsletter.  If you 
have an active Chapter you CDs should brag 
about it and show the GWRRA community 
what your Chapter is all about.  To see how a 
Newsletter can form an impression, take a look 
at the Chapters in our own Region F.  There 
are some Newsletters that are truly outstanding 
and some that are non-existent.  You be the 
judge.  
 
  

  
 

http://med.gwrra.org/guides/coy/CoupleoftheYearManual10-10.pdf
http://med.gwrra.org/guides/coy/CoupleoftheYearManual10-10.pdf
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                           Motor Awareness Coordinators 
By Gene & Jeanie Wagner 

 
Well, it has finally happened.  It started in 
August 2010 when I started talking to the 
malls, the Cottonwood and the Coronado, 
about setting up a display of our beautiful 
machines to make the public aware of all 
motorcycles on the road.  The Cottonwood Mall 
said yes and set the dates for January 8th and 
9th 2011.  What a way to start off the New 
Year!! 
 
We were located at the bottom of the main 
entrance and a big thanks to the Mall 
Management and Security for helping us set 
up, they did a fantastic job.   
 
Now came the exciting part.  At 8:00 AM, The 
Magnificent Seven lined up at the door, 
engines running, all the fancy lights on as we 
waited for the sheriff's posse to open the gates 
to let us enter the unknown of riding our steal 
horses on to the shiny floors. The sheriff's 
posse lined us up as they escorted us past the 
dens of the unknown. It was tempting, but we 
controlled ourselves.  We entered the corral 
and lined our steads up.   
 

 
 
We had three trikes, one side car, one Boom 
Trike and two 2 wheelers with three trailers.  
As we closed the corral around our steeds, we 

were lined up and ready for the public.  We 
worked shifts and had a fantastic time.  We 
had a super time talking to all of the people 
and answering all their great questions.  
People were calling their family and friends and 
telling them to come and look at the beautiful 
bikes on display at the mall.  The mall received 
nothing but great comments from the vendors 
and the customers.   
 

 
 
I would say that there was close to 1,000 folks 
that looked us over.  Jeanie and I want to thank 
the Magnificent Seven and the mall staff.  We 
are hoping to do this again in about another 3 
or 4 months.  What a fantastic way to kick off 
2011.  
 
The Magnificent Seven was Joe O and Nancy, 
Russell and Valerie Shupe, Russ Hall and 
Susan MacLellan, Bud and Cheryle Walter, 
Daniel & Barbara Cok, Ralph and Robynn 
French and Gene and Jeanie Wagner.  We 
want to thank everyone that volunteered their 
time that made this a Big Successful Event, 
and again A Big Thank You to the Cottonwood 
Mall Staff.   
 
Gene & Jeanie 
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Glad You Asked! 
By John Simonick 

 
 

Q. I see Chapter H’s information in Chapter 
M’s newsletter. Why doesn’t Chapter H 
have its own Newsletter? 
 
A. The simple answer here is that they do not 
have a Newsletter Editor, so it is a matter of 
resources. The Officer Handbook is a wealth of 
information about our Association. To provide 
additional information on Newsletters, I have 
included below the section from the Officer 
Handbook applicable to Newsletters, with a 
section highlighted that specifically addresses 
your question. 
 
“Newsletters inform Members and Officers of 
what’s going on. No matter how plain or fancy, 
the central purpose of its existence is to be a 
communications medium for and to the 
Members.  
 
Chapter participants cannot be charged an 
additional fee to receive a Newsletter; nor 
should Members be solicited for a contribution 
to receive a Newsletter. Newsletter costs 
should be charged off as an operating expense 
to the Chapter and paid for from the Chapter 
operating funds. It should be available to all 
interested Members. 
 
The format you choose may undergo some 
experimenting, but the “heading” of the 
Newsletter must have the Chapter name, or 
initials and the GWRRA logo on it to indicate 
that it is a GWRRA Newsletter. Your Region, 
District and Chapter letter designation should 
also be visible, along with the month and year. 
 
The Newsletter will provide you an opportunity 
to “talk” with the Members on a one-to-one 
basis and is never to be used as a platform for 
personal tirades or “politicking” for, or against, 
a particular cause. Information from Home 
Office, Region and District should be included 
for the edification of the Members and to assist 
them in understanding the concept, goals and 
workings of GWRRA. Other contributions will  

 
come from folks like your Rider Educator with 
items on safety. Members and/or staff may 
submit interesting items about trips, 
experiences, anniversaries, etc. All Chapters 
within a District are encouraged to exchange 
complimentary Newsletters with copies sent to 
your District, Region and the Home Office in 
Phoenix. 
 
Newsletters should be distributed at least 
monthly to all Chapter participants. Sometimes, 
Chapters “piggy-back” their information with a 
“sister-Chapter” or participate in a District 
publication for more efficient use of resources. 
This is acceptable. 
 
We know many distribute Newsletters through 
email or on your web sites; but we must also 
remember there are those Members who do 
not have access to the Internet. Therefore, 
hard copies of Newsletters should be mailed to 
those Members. 
 
Any income derived from selling advertising in 
Newsletters or Chapter publications should be 
reported as Unrelated Business Income. 
Please consult with your tax professional to 
determine how this will affect your tax filing 
requirements.” 
 
I hope this answers your question, and 
provides some intrigue into the Officer 
Handbook, which is accessible online at: 
 
http://www.gwrra.org/oconnect/ 
 
This publication is not restricted to Officers, 
and I encourage interested parties to explore it 
to increase their understanding of GWRRA. 
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February 2011 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 
   Groundhog 

Day 
  NM-F 

Gathering 
NM-R 
Gathering 
Roswell 

 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
NM-C 
Gathering 

   NM-TX1A 
Gathering 
 

 Lincoln's 
Birthday 
 
NM-D 
Gathering 

 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
 Valentine's 

Day 
     

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
NM-W 
Gathering 
 

President's 
Day 

Washington's 
Birthday 

   NM-T 
Gathering 
 

27 28      
       

 
 

 You'll get more great calendars (and this notice disappears) with CalendarsThatWork.com Full Access. 

http://www.calendarsthatwork.com/membershipd.php
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District Convention 

 

The flyer will be out soon, but here is what we have so far. 
 

NEW MEXICO DISTRICT CONVENTION 
Sept 22-24, 2011 
Las Cruses, NM 

 
Host Hotel: Day Inn & Suites 

901 Avenida de Mesilla, Las Cruces, NM, 88005 Tel: 1-575-524-8603 
Special GWRRA Room Rate: $57.10 

Includes taxes, gratuity, pool and breakfast!!! 
Reserve your Room Today..! 

 
Rally Pre-Registration ($10 per GWRRA Member; $15 for non-members ) 

Lunch Friday ($7/person, pre-Registered only) 
Dinner Saturday ($20/person, pre-Registered only) 

Full CPR/First Aid or Renewal ($20/person) 
ARC/TRC ($45/bike) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“C” Clovis   1st Sunday 8:00 am “D” Farmington  2nd Saturday 9:00am  

Smokin' Skillet       Golden Corral  
 2018 Mabry Drive      1715 East Main St 

Clovis, NM       Farmington, NM 
 
 
“F” Albuquerque  1st Saturday 7:30am Eat “R” Roswell  1st Saturday Noon 

Golden Corral    8:30am Meet  October 2 
2701 Coors Blvd, NW      Golden Corral 
Albuquerque, NM      2624 North Main 

         Roswell, NM 
         Carlsbad 
“T” Las Cruces  4th Saturday 11:30am Eat  November 

Furrs Fresh Buffet    Noon Meet  Best Western Steven’s Inn 
2340 E Griggs Ave      1829 S Canal 
Las Cruces, NM       Carlsbad, NM 
        Hobbs 

September 4, December 4,  
“1A” El Paso  2nd Thursday 7:00pm   Rancher Steakhouse 
 Lunch Box       2022 N Turner 
 667 N. Carolina Dr      Hobbs, NM 

El Paso, TX       Queen 
         August 7 - Annual BBQ 
“W” Albuquerque  3rd Sunday 8:00am Meet   

Golden Corral       
 10415 Central Ave, NE       

Albuquerque, NM 
 
 

LISTED BELOW ARE ALL THE CHAPTER GATHERING LOCATIONS AND TIMES 
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Your Team - Proud to Serve 
 

 

Region F Directors 
Anita & JR Alkire 
jralkire@cox.net 

District COY/IOY Coordinators 
Joe & Nancy Opuszenski 
joeopus@earthlink.net  

Chapter NM-C, Clovis 
Doug & Chris Pettigrew 
chrisndougwrra@yahoo.com  

   
NM District Directors 
Keith & Teresa Morrison 
505-922-9250 
Morrison-gwrra@comcast.net 

Region F COY 
Keith & Teresa Morrison 
Morrison-gwrra@comcast.net 
 

Chapter NM-D, Farmington 
Roy & Lil Davis 
roy_lil_davis@yahoo.com  

   
Assistant District Directors 
Doug & Chris Pettigrew 
chrisndougwrra@yahoo.com  

District COY 
Ralph & Robynn French 
randrfrench@comcast.net  

Chapter NM-F, Albuquerque 
Russell & Valerie Shupe 
russells@theredstonegroup.net   

   
District Rider Educator 
Jerry & Becky Stillwagon 
jwagon1@msn.com  

District Special Events 
Coordinator 
Vacant 

Chapter NM-R, Southeast NM 
Bill & Becky Brown 
bill-becky@hotmail.com  

   
District Assistant Rider Educator 
Vacant 
 

District MFA Coordinator 
Gail Reynolds 
msdaisymae1943@aol.com  

Chapter NM-T, Las Cruces 
Tom & Lisa Evans 
evans@att.net  

District Treasurer 
Lisa Bachman 
 

District CHoY Coordinators 
Jimm & Pam White 
jimmni@msn.com  

Chapter NM-TX1A, El Paso 
Jim & Estela Brucker 
james3336@sbcglobal.net  

   
District Membership 
Enhancement 
Joe & Nancy Opuszenski 
joeopus@earthlink.net  

District Goodie Store 
Keith & Teresa Morrison 
Morrison-gwrra@comcast.net 

Chapter NM-W, Albuquerque 
Alan & Rita Ringshall 
abringo@hotmail.com  

   
District Motor Awareness 
Gene & Jeanie Wagner 
wildone2@mac.com  

District LTD Instructor 
Vacant 
 

District Webmaster 
Keith & Teresa Morrison 
Morrison-gwrra@comcast.net 
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